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CITY OF ORTING
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MINUTES 
March 6, 2019 2:30 p.m. 

Councilmember Gunther called the meeting to order at 2:37 p.m.,
 in the Meeting Room at MPC/Library, 202 Washington Ave. S


ATTENDANCE:  

	Elected Officials:
	Present, Councilmember Gunther; Councilmember Drennen arrived at 3:50



	City Employees:
	Present, City Administrator Mark Bethune, City Treasurer Scott Larson, Public Works Director Greg Reed, Building Official Tim Lincoln and Secretary Laura Hinds




	Professional Representatives:

Guests:
	Present, Parametrix Engineer JC Hungerford


Resident Sam Colorossi; and
Maxine Herbert-Hill, representing SR 162 Community Group





Approval of Minutes:
Councilmember (CM) Gunther moved to approve the minutes of February 6, 2019 to end of meeting, pending CM Drennen’s comments.  No comments were received and minutes were signed at 4:00 pm.


TRANSPORTATION:
Facilitator: Councilmember Gunther


1. Guests & Policy Issues:

A. Maxine Herbert-Hill joined today’s meeting to share concerns of the Orting-Sumner Highway Corridor traffic crisis.  The SR 162 Community Group that Ms. Hill represents, addresses the current traffic impacts for SR 162 E and the traffic management plan the State may choose.  Which may result in increased traffic impacts.
The State is considering round-a-bout’s at 128th Street (McMillin) intersection and at the SR 410 Interchange on both East and West side of the overpass.  
The SR 162 Community Group has completed FACT, IMPACT, & OUTCOME studies for both these locations.  It’s in their opinion that round-a-bouts are not a good solution for a semi-rural community with active farming, commercial trucking, residential communities and 140 access points between SR 410 and City of Orting.  In addition, the next concern is the new Tehaleh residential community which will bring a new pedestrian trail down to SR 162 E with increased traffic flow.
The SR 162 Community Group has reached out to State Representatives for support and to WSDOT about the concern.  The Group is pushing to retain signal intersections at 128th St with full size shoulders on the length of the highway, from SR 410 to Orting.  
The Mayor requested Mark Bethune to setup a meeting with State representatives.
For more information on this subject, see handout included with these minutes.

B. SR 162 E & Whitehawk Blvd NW Street Lighting request:  Greg met with PSE for appropriate location on Northside of the intersection.  Locates have been made and installation is just weeks out.

C. Public Works Director Goals – See handout for review and bring back for discussion at Aprils committee meeting.

D. Public Works Committee Goals – See handout for review and bring back for discussion at Aprils committee meeting.


2.	Phase 1 – SR 162 Pedestrian Bridge
A. State DOT Funding Status: Mark Bethune commented that a recent meeting with the State for funding was found to be disappointing.  They suggested going to WSDOT for funding and RCO for a grant.   Mark will start exploring these options.  The Mayor continues to work with state legislator JT Wilcox.

B. Phase 1 SR 162 Bridge Crossing, Scope of Work Proposal 90% design:  Design is nearly 30% complete, with expectations to have 90% design around mid-summer 2019.
JC brought design options for handrails which included WSDOT Standards, King County Standards and City of Seattle Standards.  Greg recommends using the WSDOT Standards as materials are easier to obtain and design appears simpler, and safer so children cannot climb. 

C. Rocky Road NE Easement Status – Appraisal:  No Update.
 
D. Treasurer Report:  Working with WSDOT for reimbursement of engineering work completed.

3. Transportation Benefit District (TBD):
The TBD is a funding mechanism designed to tax City of Orting Residents $20 per vehicle at time of renewing vehicle licensing tabs; 100% of this tax is returned to the City of Orting where 100% of the funds is used only for repair and maintenance of streets and pedestrian pathways.  Please refer to RCW 36.73.010 thru RCW 36.73.180 for more information.

A. Sidewalk Improvement Plan:  JC is nearly complete with the bid doc.

B. Chip Seal/MicroSeal – Greg is working with Parametrix for street locations and ROWs to chip seal and get ready to go out for bid.
Mark Bethune would like to see if the School Distr. will be willing to help pay for half the chip seal work on Chief Emmons Lane since it mainly serves the school district.
Resident Sam Colorossi suggested vacating the lane since it serves little purpose to the City.


4. Capital Improvement
A. Whitehawk South-West Connector ROW:  Proposals from engineering companies were due on the March 5th; March 13th is scheduled to review & score the proposals.  

B. Kansas St SW Upgrade Scope and Budget Proposal 30% Pre-Design: Greg is reviewing the plans for 60%.


5.	Operations and Maintenance – Mark Barfield for Greg Reed
No Report


End of Transportation 



UTILITIES
Facilitator: Councilmember Gunther


6.	Guests & Policy Issue

A. Permit Time Frames: Notice of Commencement of Work – Greg will continue to review code options and change from 15 days to 6 months.

B. Side Sewer Ownership Code Update – Greg is reviewing codes that will better serve the City of Orting’s interest.  Where the City will be responsible for side sewer ownership from the main to 6” clean out in the right-of-way (ROW).  If a property does not have a 6” cleanout in the ROW, then the sewer main will be the property owners responsibly to maintain from the building to the main until a 6” cleanout is installed in the ROW.

C. Public Works Director Goals – See handout for review and bring back for discussion at Aprils committee meeting.

D. Public Works Committee Goals – See handout for review and bring back for discussion at Aprils committee meeting.

E. Rate Study – Scott Larson is reviewing the previous rate study as a guideline to help create an RFP and go out for proposal for a new rate study.

F. Storm Event report – Mark Bethune commented that the Public Works department did a great job preparing for the storm, managing the snow impact and created a snow plow plan.  Mark is actively working on emergency plans that not just include flooding events, but snow & ice events, power outages longer than 24 hours, and earthquake disaster.	
Greg mentioned that the public works department has employees assigned to certain geographical areas based on where they live, thus this employee can check on water sources, WW lift stations and any other critical areas or equipment.  This is mostly in pencil as Greg is still working on this plan for committee review in the future.


7.	WATER

A. SR 162 E. Water Line Crossing Design & 178th Scope & Budget –Permit application and payment is being mailed out this week.  The previous application was pulled since realizing the cost to bore under the highway was higher than open cut.  


8.	WASTEWATER

A. WWTP Electrical Audit for Facility Electrical Systems:  JC provided the final report from Parametrix today.  

B. Puyallup River Lift Station – Greg and PW operators are currently reviewing the plans.

C. I&I Sewer Relining – Greg identified areas requiring sewer reline from last year’s sewer cleaning project and provided JC too many areas so the need scale back is required for budget purposes.

D. WWTP Solids Handling Upgrade – JC mentioned that based off the condition assessment audit, will help guide the plant to the solids handling upgrade.


9.	STORMWATER

A. Calistoga Setback Levee Lamp Process: JC met with Pierce County and learned that they are actively seeking a setback project upstream from the Calistoga Levee.  This could take years, and with this in mind, JC and Mark Bethune are searching at an option to conduct test bores to verify if topping the freeboard areas with additional material would be sufficient for FEMA.

B. Village Green Outfall @ High Cedars – JC stated that construction funding is likely for spring 2019.  Design and permitting scheduled for this year.

C. NPDES Compliance – Greg commented that the code updates are in the hands with Ecology, pending comment.  Also, PW maintenance workers have been inspecting and identifying catch basins in need of repair.

D. Review SWMP Plan & Code updates– See 9.C. - City working on updating design standards, grading permit application, development standards and continuing to work with DOE for updating the plan.  



10.	Operations and Maintenance – Mark Barfield for Greg Reed


A. 1005 Old Pioneer Way NW –The property owner at 1005 Old Pioneer Way NW has obtained their permit for grading application but has not started working the property back to its original condition.  In addition, the property owners have created a considerable amount of track-out due to semi-trucks entering and leaving their property.  Greg will be writing a letter to the property owner requesting to keep the street clean.

B. Stormwater/Wastewater Job Description –Greg mentioned that the wastewater position is out for advertise and the stormwater will go out after the wastewater position is filled.


11.	Capital Facilities Update

A. New Public Works Shop Update (location at 901 Rocky Rd NE):  Mark Bethune mentioned that construction is on schedule.  Mark stated there is an extra expense for electrical connection which will absorb most of the contingency dollars.  Since the cost is within the council approved budget, a budget amendment is not required.


12.	Technologies

A. Asset Management & GIS:  The GIS is in the hands of Akavas.  Greg and Laura identified the layers of most importance to start working with first. 
CM Drennen mentioned that part of asset management program he would like to see that operators will be identifying critical components and have those components on a inspection & maintenance program.

Meter Reading Propagation Study – The study found areas best suited for installing remote reading devices to reduce manual meter reading by almost 90%.  
Scott Larson stated that the City will be required to go out for bid for this type of project.
Greg mentioned that there may be grants available for this type of technology.




B. Broadband in our Community – No Update



3.	Round Table
· CM Drennen suggested a public works start providing a report to Council regarding key performance indicators for wastewater and water facilities.  These kinds of reports can inform Council and the public with potential upcoming repairs on the critical infrastructure we become so dependent upon.



14.	Meeting Summary/Action Items / Set Next Agenda
· ALL – Review goals for discussion in April
· 4.A – Review of proposals on March 13th
· 6.A & 6.B – Greg to review codes and update
· 10.A – Greg sending letter to property owner
	

 15.	Meeting Adjourn:
CM Gunther motioned to adjourn the meeting at 4:10 p.m.  





ATTEST:


Secretary Laura Hinds						Councilmember Drennen


													
								Councilmember Gunther
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