Orting City Council Minutes – August 14, 2013
 ORTING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

August 14, 2013

Mayor Cheryl Temple called the meeting to order with the flag salute at 7:00 pm in the Orting Public Safety Building.  Roll call found in attendance Deputy Mayor Stanley Holland, Councilmembers Scott Drennen, Rickord Fritz, Graham Hunt, William Birkes and Guy S. Colorossi, and Ex-Officio Mahoney.    Councilmember Birkes moved to excuse Councilmember Penner. Motion was seconded by Councilmember Drennen and passed unanimously.


ATTENDANCE: 
	
City Employees
		Mark Bethune, City Administrator
Gwen Robson, Executive Assistant
Ken Wolfe, Building Official

	Bill Drake, Police Chief
Freda Bingham, Finance
Margaret O’Harra Buttz, Finance




	
Professional Representatives
	
 Chris Bacha, Attorney - Kenyon Disend 
 JC Hungerford, Engineer - Parametrix 

	
Visitors (signed in)
	
 Shirley Sigafoos, Jolene Hilt, Barbara Ford, Joe Pestinger, Wyatt Bowen, Donnie Bowen



CONSENT AGENDA:
	

	
A. Minutes July 31, 2013  Council Meeting
B. Payroll and Claims Warrants
C. November Treasurer’s Report

Approval of Claims Warrants No. 20226 through No. 20273, in the amount of  $24,878.98 and Payroll Warrants No. 21390  through No. 21408 in the amount of $142,580.14.

A motion was made by Councilmember Colorossi to approve the Consent Agenda as amended.  Motion was seconded by Deputy Mayor Holland and carried unanimously.



COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:
	
	
No Comments.



COMMISSION REPORTS:
	
Planning Commission
    •Signs


    •SWOT



Civil Service Commission
    •Rules





Parks Commission
    • Wyatt Bowen,
       Eagle Scout
   
    • Tobacco Free Parks


	
Jolene Hilt, Chair advised that the commission has noticed businesses sprucing up by painting and signage.  They are looking at sign regulations and will continue to work on signage.  

She thanked the Council for the opportunity for the commission to work with the Community and Government Interests Committee on SWOT (Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities and Threats).

Barbara Ford reported on the last meeting of the Civil Service Commission.  She thanked Chief Drake for updating the Civil Service Commission rules. The commission approved the part of the rules which allow the chief to begin the hiring process for a lateral police officer.  They are ironing out fine details so that the rules and definitions will be consistent throughout the rules.  A list of eligible applicants has been approved. 


Ms. Ford reported that Eagle Scout Wyatt Bowen is working on building covered picnic tables for our parks area, completing a project which was started by his brother.

The commission has discussed making the parks tobacco free, park hours, new bell tower plantings and saw final plans for the rock wall.  The “Welcome to Orting” sign was also reviewed.



COMMITTEE AND STANDING REPORTS:
	
Community  & Government Interests

   • SWOT Analysis

   • Helping Hand House
	
Councilmember Fritz reported on a SWOT analysis, looking at strengths and weaknesses of the town, as well as opportunities and threats.  It’s a systematic process to develop action plans.  He thanked Administrator Bethune for kick starting that.  It is time to update our economic development plan. 

There was a representative present at the last meeting from the Helping Hand House organization, a service that provides homes for the homeless. Council-member Fritz provided a brief description of their program and stated the representative was referred to our community network.  

	
Public Works
  •Asset Management   
   Program

  •Water Loss Control

  •Online Billing
	
Councilmember Drennen reported that the committee discussed the following:
· Asset Management program, using technology to manage our assets, expect proposals in the near future.

· Water loss control – We have exceeded 10% water loss. Councilmember Colorossi is working toward some remedies.

· Online Billing status – City Administrator Bethune stated that we were scheduled for implementation of on line payments by the end of August.  We have learned that the utility module is now available.  He suggested waiting until the module is implemented, then get internet payments set up with full access to billing.

	
Finance & Cemetery
	
Councilmember Colorossi reported that the Finance Committee meeting was cancelled because he was summoned to jury duty, and has been rescheduled to August 26, 2013.

	
Public Safety
    •Staffing



    •Handicapped     
     Parking Violations




Fire District 18
	
Chief Drake reported that offers have been made to two individuals to fill staff shortages.  The offers have been accepted and one officer has started.  The entry level candidate will be sent to Academy, which begins in November, 2013. The Reserve Academy will be delayed until January, 2014. 

Councilmember Colorossi noted an article on handicapped parking violators. He has confirmed that the fines are now $450 for parking without a proper permit.  He asked Chief Drake what is the criteria for keeping this under control.  Chief Drake stated that it is a challenge to enforce due to difficulty identifying individuals who are authorized to have the permit.

Ex Officio Mahoney reported that on September 17th  at the Fire Commissioners meeting, a presentation will be given by USGS and the Colombian Government regarding lahars. 

	
Transportation


Miscellaneous 
    •Community Network 


    •Pierce County 
     Council 
	
No Report.


Councilmember Fritz advised he was unable to attend the Community Network committee meeting.  There will be a 9-11 Day of Service on September 7th at 8:30, at Orting High School.

Mayor Temple reported that on August 13, 2013 the Pierce County Council met at the Orting Lions Clubhouse.  Building Official Ken Wolfe gave a presentation.  Mayor Temple thanked them for having creating the Piece County Flood Control zone.



PRESENTATIONS:
	
	
No Report.



OLD BUSINESS:
	
Public Works Building Pre-Design Scope and Budget 
























Ordinance No. 943 - Stationary Vendors
First Read

	
Councilmember Drennen reported that we have made a couple of steps forward and have modified our direction to look more to the future to create a public works facility including parking, garage space, administrative space and space for archival storage of documents.  

Councilmember Drennen moved to approve the scope and budget for pre-design of the public works building for the amount of $25,688.18. Deputy Mayor Holland seconded and the motion carried.  Councilmember Fritz stated his appreciation to Councilmembers Holland and Hunt for their efforts but stated his remaining concerns for the record that included his fundamental disagreement in recognizing the legality of marijuana cultivation in any form, definition concerns regarding those who can prescribe as well as those who can be issued a prescription for medical marijuana, and security concerns.
Deputy Mayor Holland said we have considered hiring someone and it is impossible to afford.  Councilmember Drennen reiterated that the level of expertise we receive from Parametrix will ensure a complete project, and pointed out that they are our contracted engineers. Councilmember Colorossi pointed out that we spent nearly a year attempting to use in-house staff, but we didn’t have the depth in house that we receive from Parametrix.  He asked for spreadsheet to keep track of where we are along the process.  Councilmember Hunt reminded the Council that we have a valuable relationship with Parametrix; they volunteer, help us by searching and applying for grants, and have brought large sums to the city. Many departments have befitted from this relationship. Councilmember Birkes stated he would like to be part of the discussion.  Councilmember Drennen suggested that the issue should be discussed in Public Works Committee rather than Finance Committee.

Councilmember Hunt pointed out that that there is no indication of how long a mobile vendor needs to be stationary.  Attorney Bacha stated that no time limits were recommended by the Planning Commission.  He added that mobile vendors will be addressed separately.  City Administrator Bethune added that there is no clear definition of a stationary vendor versus a mobile vendor. Councilmember Fritz agreed we should have a better definition.  A non-permanent structure on private property is a stationary vendor. Deputy Mayor Holland suggested that this be a “First Read” and the Council agreed.  
Building Official Wolfe pointed out that state law requires food vendors must have a designated and approved commissary for the purpose of food storage, filling water tanks, dumping waste and preparing foods.
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NEW  BUSINESS:
	
Appointment to 
Lodging Tax Advisory Committee

Ex-Officio Discussion

Dick Ford Memorial Plaque












Wyatt Bowen – Eagle Scout
	
Mayor Temple suggested appointing Councilmember Penner.  Councilmember Hunt moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment.  Deputy Mayor Holland seconded and the motion carried.
 
Deputy Mayor Holland – tabled to first meeting in September.

Councilmember Fritz reported that the motorcycle community is requesting approval of placement of a memorial plaque at the bell tower in front of the motorcycle parking area.  Barbara Ford reiterated that this was a proposal from the motorcycling community, who is buying the plaque. She is honored that her husband is so highly thought of.  She clarified that he had nothing to do with the bell tower.  This plaque will be located on the ground and will cause no interference with the street sweeper.  Funds were raised by the South Sound Riders and the Big “O” groups.  Ms. Ford suggested placing the Big “O” logo be placed beside Mr. Ford’s name. 

Councilmember Fritz moved to approve the design with the optional logo addition and installation of the Dick Ford Memorial plaque as presented. Deputy Mayor Holland seconded and the motion carried.

Eagle Scout Wyatt Bowen stated that he would like to finish his brother Zane’s project of putting a roof over picnic tables. He estimated date of completion September 28, 2013.  Mayor Temple thanked him for his efforts.



EXECUTIVE SESSION
	

	Mayor Temple recessed the Council meeting to Executive Session to discuss potential litigation per RCW 42.30.110(1)(i) at 8:18 pm for 10 minutes.
No action will be taken after Executive Session.

Mayor Temple reconvened the Council meeting at 8:28pm.



ADJOURN:
	
	Councilmember Fritz moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 pm. Deputy Mayor Holland seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  



ATTEST:


____________________________		            	______________________________
City Administrator Mark Bethune	                                             Mayor Cheryl M. Temple
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