Orting City Council Minutes – July 25, 2012


ORTING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

July 25, 2012
Mayor Cheryl Temple called the meeting to order with the flag salute at 7:00 pm in the Orting Public Safety Building.  Roll call found in attendance Deputy Mayor Graham Hunt, Councilmembers Stanley Holland, Scott Drennen, Ava Krogh, Rickord Fritz, Josh Penner and Guy S. Colorossi and Fire Commissioner O’Harra.  A bagpipes rendition of Amazing Grace was presented by Ken Muchmorn from Clan Gordon in honor of the victims of Aurora, Colorado.
ATTENDANCE:    

	City Employees
	Mark Bethune, City Administrator

Gwen Robson, Executive Assistant
Bill Drake, Police Chief


	Professional Representatives
	Chris Bacha, Attorney - Kenyon Disend 
JC Hungerford, Engineer - Parametrix 
Paul Webb, Fire Chief

	Visitors (signed in)
	Alfred Albert, Joe Stanifer, Jean Miller, Mary Lettiere, Michael Lettiere, Ken Moorhouse, Kristina Rivera, Brian Backus, Bill Birkes, Robin Maetin


CONSENT AGENDA:

	
	A. Minutes of July 11, 2012 Council Retreat
B. Payroll and Claims Warrants

Approval of Claims Warrants No. 18749 through No. 18808, in the amount of  $125,808.22 and Payroll Warrants No. 21041  through No. 21052 in the amount of $88,013.85.
A motion was made by Councilmember Colorossi to approve the Consent Agenda with changes.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Krogh and carried unanimously. 


COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:
	
	Kristina Rivera asked the Council if there were grants to cover medical bills of inmates, and City Administrator Bethune advised that the City is aware of any available grants.


COMMITTEE AND STANDING REPORTS:

	River Management
	No Report 

	Schools and Community Interests
	Councilmember Fritz reported that Gratzer Ballfield has been cleared by RCO and is moving forward.  He discussed the tree carving across from the bakery.  The work thus far has been on a volunteer basis, and there is no expected completion date due to availability of the artist.  Mr. Bethune pointed out that we saved $1,500 from the expected tree cutting expenditure, and it was agreed by the Council to use those funds to hire the carver to complete the project promptly.

	Utilities and Technology
	No Report 

	Finance & Budget
	No Report  

	Community Development
	Councilmember Krogh reported that on July 31, 2012 at 7pm a planning meeting will be held at City Hall to prepare for the 2013 Saturday Market. 

	Governmental Affairs
	Councilmember Penner reported that the committee will be meeting to discuss the possibility of eliminating the RTA tax by removing Orting from the program.  More information to follow.

	Public Safety

Fire District 18

	Chief Drake reported that a grant has been received to upgrade in-car radar equipment.
Chief Webb – No Report

	Transportation
	No Report.

	Pierce County Regional Council
	Councilmember Fritz advised that the committee is discussing population targets for the “small City set aside” for transportation grants.  An amendment was offered that would break the population of small cities and towns into different groups – below 1500 and between 1500 and 7,000.  


PRESENTATIONS:

	Confirmation of Parks Commissioner – 

Kristina Rivera
	Mayor Temple presented Kristina Rivera as the appointee to the Parks Commission.
Councilmember Colorossi moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointee, Kristina Rivera, as a Parks Commissioner for the City of Orting.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Fritz and carried unanimously.


OLD BUSINESS:

	Code Compliance Officer

Resolution No. 2012-6A
	Councilmember Holland moved to approve Resolution #2012-6A, a resolution of the City of Orting, Washington, creating the appointive position of “Code Compliance Officer”, adopting a description of the duties of the Code Compliance Officer and establishing a salary range.  Councilmember Krogh seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.


NEW BUSINESS:

	Public Hearing – Bridge Street River Access Parking
	Deputy Mayor Hunt provided a briefing of the reason for the Public Hearing regarding Bridge Street parking for river access.  Councilmember Drennen explained that the road has been closed and a two week pilot project is proposed to open the end of the street for parking during the fishing season.  Councilmember Colorossi provided a report and reviewed the information.  Councilmember Krogh questioned the number of parking areas available, if emergency vehicles would have access to the proposed parking area, and the cost of an additional gate.  Mr. Bethune reported that there is a $2,000 budget and that there is a planned turnaround zone.  Councilmember Penner suggested having the fishermen park elsewhere and having a shuttle to the area.  Deputy Mayor Hunt pointed out that a shuttle would require additional fees, liability insurance, etc.  Mayor Temple stated that she felt that two weeks was not a long enough time for a true test, and suggested it would take a full season to measure actual results.
Mayor Temple opened the Public Hearing at 7:50 pm.

Jean Miller stated that the road is 60 feet wide and fenced on both sides, and was concerned about the ability of rescue vehicles to turn around in the area if there are vehicles parked on both sides.
Ken Moorhouse stated his concerns about the large amount of traffic and felt that $2,000 was a large expense to allow 20 vehicles to park.

Mary Beth Lettiere stated that the residents welcome anyone to use the area, just not for parking.  She questioned if the EPA would approve parking if the wetlands were impacted.

Bryan Backus stated that he would donate $100 to the carving across from the bakery.  He discussed parking at the end of Calistoga and suggested making parking available near Los Pinos.  He cited no sidewalks, safety issues, broken glass, garbage from hobos and unsanitary conditions in the area and pointed out there is parking downtown.
Joe Stanifer stated that when the river access opened in the 1980’s it became a zoo.  He expressed his concern that responses to calls in the area take law enforcement officers off other higher priority calls.  He felt there were no problems as is, and stated that no other cities are making special parking available for fishermen.

Alfred Albert reported that he has been walking the river for 60 years.  He felt that fishermen cause a negative impact and the city should not provide special parking spaces for fishermen from out of town.

Robin Hartley stated that she did not like no-parking signs on residential streets.  She does not want the street open for fisherman parking.

Kristina Rivera expressed her concern that $2,000 was a lot of money for the number of parking spaces that would be made available.  She also offered to donate $100 toward the carving across from the bakery.

John LeMasters advised that his concern is that the area has been cleaned up and suggested installing speed bumps for children safety.

William Birkes thanked Councilmember Colorossi for his many decades of service, and pointed out that it seems that everyone is against opening Bridge Street for parking.
Walt Bubb (not signed in) said he feels for the people in the neighborhood and suggested parking near the Public Safety Building.

Joe Stanifer stated that he allows the handicapped to use his driveway.  He suggested that cars will be idling in line for hours to get one of the few spaces available.

Michael Lettiere cited the noise level rising at dawn from the fishermen yelling and slamming doors.  He feels there will no longer be peace and quiet for the residents.

The Public Hearing was closed at 8:35pm.
Councilmember Drennen moved to leave Bridge Street in its current state.  Motion was seconded by Deputy Mayor Hunt and carried unanimously.
Councilmember Krogh suggested addressing a map of recreational access and handicapped access at committee level.


	ADJOURN:
	Councilmember Krogh moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:47pm.  Councilmember Holland seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  


ATTEST:

____________________________


______________________________

City Administrator Mark Bethune

                       Mayor Cheryl M. Temple
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