Orting City Council Minutes – July 11, 2012
ORTING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

July 11, 2012

Mayor Cheryl Temple called the meeting to order with the flag salute at 7:00 pm in the Orting Public Safety Building.  Roll call found in attendance Deputy Mayor Graham Hunt, Councilmembers Stanley Holland, Scott Drennen, Rickord Fritz, Ava Krogh, Josh Penner and Guy S. Colorossi and Ex-Officio Shawn Mahoney.  

ATTENDANCE:    
	
City Employees
	
	Mark Bethune, City Administrator
Gwen Robson, Executive Assistant
Bill Drake, Police Chief
Ken Wolfe, Building Official
	




	
Professional Representatives
	
Chris Bacha, Attorney - Kenyon Disend 
JC Hungerford, Engineer - Parametrix 
Paul Webb, Fire Chief

	
Visitors (signed in)
	
Judy Ortiz, Carlos Ortiz, Sharon Drahas, Gail Woodruff, Paul Woodruff, Ken Sorenson
Dave Matz, Jeff Sprowl, Kenneth Hill, Barbara Ford, Rachelle Parslow, Bill Birkes, Sam VanZanten



CONSENT AGENDA:
	

	
A. Minutes of June 27, 2012
B. Payroll and Claims Warrants
C. June Treasurer’s Report

Approval of Claims Warrants No. 18702 through No. 18748 in the amount of $29,646.28 and Payroll Warrants No 21022 through No. 21040 in the amount of $125,116.23.

A motion was made by Councilmember Colorossi to approve the Consent Agenda as prepared.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Holland and carried unanimously.  



COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:
	
	
Judy Ortiz asked the Council if online billing will be available soon.  Councilmember Penner responded that we are in the process of reviewing our options to do billing and payments online.

Rachelle Parslow questioned if the Community Calendar will show school district sporting events.  Councilmember Fritz responded that there would be a link on the calendar to school events.



COMMISSION REPORTS:
	
	
Barbara Ford of the Parks Commission reported that the committee has reviewed potential playground equipment and has narrowed the choices to three.  The committee will review proposals, taking into consideration use for toddlers and ADA.  A proposal will be presented to Council in August.



COMMITTEE AND STANDING REPORTS:
	
River Management
	
Councilmember Colorossi deferred to Mr. Wolfe.  Mr. Wolfe reported that he, Chief Drake and Laura Hinds just participated in an Integrated Emergency Management exercise in Maryland.  The exercise was held at the United States Emergency Management Institute. The group has put together a format for Orting’s emergency operations center.  The federal government funded their travel, lodging and training.   As of July 3, 2012 Orting has a permanent seat on the Pierce County Flood Control District Advisory Board.  Orting is still seeking funding for construction of the Calistoga Setback Levee.

	
Schools and Community Interests
	
Councilmember Fritz reported that the Orting Community Calendar is now on the City of Orting website.  To add information, email OrtingCommunityCalendar@gmail.com.  A Public Hearing was held on July 9, 2012 regarding the playground equipment and he encouraged citizens to continue to provide input on purchase of new playground equipment.

	
Utilities and Technology
	
Councilmember Drennen reported that the committee met on July 3, 2012 and discussed the Pierce County Conservation District.  They will be analyzing the cost/benefits to join.  Planning for the construction of the Utility Building is moving forward.  Also discussed were the Boatman water rights and a Request for Proposal for the utility billing/mailing process.  Councilmember Drennen also noted that the Utility Department has completed flushing the water system, so if you have an issue, please contact City Hall.

	
Finance & Budget
	
Councilmember Colorossi presented the 2nd Quarter Treasurer’s Report.

	
Community Development
	
No Report

	
Governmental Affairs
	
No Report

	
Public Safety


Fire District 18
	
Councilmember Holland deferred to Chief Drake who reported that August 7, 2012 will be National Night Out.  River’s Edge and Village Green will be participating.

Chief Webb reported that although there were nine calls on July 4th, none were fireworks related.

	
Transportation
	
No Report

	
Pierce County Regional Council
	

No Report



PRESENTATIONS:
	
Second Quarter Treasurer’s Report

Mid-Year Fire Department Update

New Website
	
Councilmember Colorossi was pleased to report that we are on target as budgeted.


Chief Webb unavailable.  Postponed until July 25, 2012 meeting.


City Administrator Bethune previewed the new City of Orting website and explained the improvements and ease of use.



OLD BUSINESS:
	
Public Hearing – Transportation Benefit District Board Project List





































































Resolution #2012-8
Modification of List of Approved Projects




Resolution #2012-10
Community Partnership with Joint Base Lewis McChord
	
Deputy Mayor Hunt explained the purpose of the Transportation Benefit District Board and how the process works.  City Administrator Bethune reviewed the repairs and maintenance needed in the city.  

Mayor Temple opened the Public Hearing at 7:50pm.

Darrel Burdy (not signed in) questioned what the two year phase projects are.  Councilmember Drennen explained they are largely repair maintenance and not major capital improvements.  Mr. Burdy asked if it were possible to limit the fee to one per household.  City Administrator Bethune explained that according to state law there is no way to do that.  Attorney Bacha pointed out that there are exemptions to the fee.

Gail Woodruff asked if developers contribute to the costs of road maintenance.  City Administrator Bethune stated that developers pay transportation impact fees.

Kenneth Hill asked why Orting has not withdrawn from the RTA, since we receive no benefits.  City Administrator Bethune responded that once the city agreed to be part of RTA, it would require legislation to withdraw.  Councilmember Colorossi explained that when it was voted on for the third time, the community voted for it.

Scott Jenson (not signed in) expressed his concerns over property tax increases and stated he objects to the $20 vehicle tab fee.  He feels the Council should shift its priorities.

Sam VanZanten questioned why a property tax bond couldn’t be used to repair the roads.  He feels the County messed up Calistoga, and thinks they should fix it.  Councilmember Drennen explained that the Board has looked at other mechanisms to fund the repairs and it was felt the $20 vehicle tab fee was the best option.  He added that once a tax is in place, it tends to stay, and pointed out that the $20 fee must end in two years.

George Wilson (not signed in) stated that he appreciates the efforts of council in looking at the best way to accomplish the needed street repairs.  He suggested to the audience that, if you would like to have more input in decision making, you should run for Council.

Bill Birkes asked which vehicles would be included. He stated that he believes it is worth $20 to help repair our roads.

Rachelle Parslow asked when the fee would begin and end.  City Administrator Bethune explained that the Department of Licensing requires a minimum of six months after the measure has passed to institute it.  City Administrator Bethune explained that the earliest start date would probably be February 2013, and it would last for no more than twenty four months.  Attorney Bacha provided a list of exempt vehicles per RCW 82.80.140.

Jeff Sprowl questioned if the council had explored other ways to fund the repairs.  He feels this is a short term solution and asked what the council plans to do long term.  Deputy Mayor Hunt explained the city has never been able to repair 2 ½ miles per year, and that the funding is largely economically driven. If the economy improves substantially it could negate the need to impose this fee.  City Administrator Bethune and Councilmember Fritz explained that the city is very limited on what funds it can use for street and road maintenance by state mandates and laws and continued pressure on the state to reduce restrictions on local government is needed.  Councilmember Drennen discussed that we plan ahead for ten years, but we don’t always have a way to fund those plans.

Scott Jenson felt that the Council needed to reassess the budget.

George Wilson pointed out that having been a Councilmember, he understands the processes of the Council.  He recommended to the public, that if you would like to have more input, you could run for Council.

The Public Hearing was closed at 8:35pm by Mayor Temple.

Councilmember Penner read a letter from a citizen, which said that his utility bill has doubled in the last few years, and he is opposed to the $20 fee.  The letter questioned why the Police Department has so many cars and allows officers to drive them home.  Chief Drake responded that studies have shown that when officers drive their vehicles home, the vehicles are better maintained and they last longer.  

Councilmember Fritz questioned the last paragraph of the resolution, which states “estimated date” and stated discomfort with not having a very clear 24-month end date to the fee.  Deputy Mayor Hunt explained how the process works with the Department of Licensing.  Attorney Bacha stated that we must show flexibility when dealing with DOL and the Council discussed the DOL procedures for instituting the fee.

Deputy Mayor Hunt moved to approve a resolution of the city of Orting, Washington, approving  modification of the list of approved transportation improvement projects to be funded by the Orting Transportation Benefit District and authorizing implementation of an annual twenty-dollar vehicle license fee exclusively for such projects.  Councilmember Drennen seconded the motion and a roll call vote was taken.  Ayes:  Councilmembers Holland, Krogh, Drennen, Deputy Mayor Hunt.  Nays: Councilmembers Fritz, Penner, Colorossi.  The motion passed.

Item postponed until the August 8, 2012 meeting.






NEW BUSINESS:
	

	
None





	
Transportation Benefit District Board 


Public Hearing
	
Councilmember Hunt moved to recess the Council meeting until the conclusion of the Transportation Benefit District Board meeting.  Councilmember Holland seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Graham Hunt, Chair called to order a meeting of the Transportation Benefit District Board at 9:25pm and called roll.  All members were present.  Chairman Hunt explained that the Council and Board are comprised of the same members, but the Board is a new taxing district.  Chairman Hunt opened the Public Hearing at 9:27pm. 

Rachelle Parslow asked who is affected by the $20 tab fee, and questioned what happens if the funds are collected earlier than anticipated and the potential lack of fairness to those who paid 2 years of tab fees and those who may not have to pay two years of fees.  City Administrator Bethune explained that only those who live inside the corporate city limits of Orting will be affected, and there are more projects planned than the funds collected will cover.

Bill Birkes asked if other boards could add additional fees. Attorney Bacha explained that the statute addresses only funding for transportation projects.

Gail Woodruff asked about fees for cars that are not running, but are parked on city property.  Chief Drake responded that non running vehicles parked on city property are subject to towing and impoundment.

Jeff Sprowl requested that the council not approve the $20 tab fee until the possibility of a bond issue is considered.

Darrel Burdy (not signed in) felt that the council should wait until potential taxing legislation is passed or consider adding $5 onto the monthly utility bills.  Chairman Hunt and Attorney Bacha explained that any new potential taxing legislation from the state is potentially years out and adding street maintenance into utility bills is not a current option available. We do not have the authority to impose other fees.

Bill Birkes stated that the board needs to pass the resolution, as they have thoroughly researched options.

Chairman Hunt expressed his appreciation to the audience for attending the meeting and sharing their opinions.

Rachelle Parslow suggested adding an option on utility bills allowing citizens to donate funds to the street repairs.

Chairman Hunt closed the Public Hearing at 9:55pm and opened discussion of the board.

Boardmember Fritz reiterated discomfort of not having a firm phrasing that ends the tab fee after 24-months.  After much discussion and upon recommendation from Boardmember Penner, it was decided to edit the phrase “does not exceed” to read “does not exceed or is less than” on the resolution to clearly state the boards intent that the tab fee apply for only a 24 month period and then expire.

Chairman Hunt moved to approve (as amended) Resolution # 2012-9 a resolution of the Orting Transportation Benefit District; authorizing a twenty dollar ($20.00) vehicle license fee pursuant to RCW 36.73.065 and 82.80.140; requesting the Orting City Administrator to notify the Washington State Department of Licensing to implement the vehicle licensing fee no sooner than six months following the effective date; providing for severability; and, establishing an effective date. Boardmember Holland seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Hunt moved to adjourn the meeting of the Transportation Benefit District Board.  The motion was seconded by Boardmember Krogh and carried unanimously.

Mayor Temple reconvened the meeting of the City Council at 10:19pm.

	
ADJOURN:
	
Councilmember Hunt moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:20pm.  Councilmember Fritz seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  



ATTEST:

____________________________			______________________________
City Administrator Mark Bethune		                       Mayor Cheryl M. Temple
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