Orting City Council Minutes – July 10, 2013
ORTING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

July 10, 2013

Mayor Cheryl Temple called the meeting to order with the flag salute at 7:00 pm in the Orting Public Safety Building.  Roll call found in attendance Deputy Mayor Stanley Holland, Councilmembers Scott Drennen, Rickord Fritz, Graham Hunt, Josh Penner, William Birkes and Guy S. Colorossi, and Fire Commissioner Pestinger.  


ATTENDANCE: 
	
City Employees
		Mark Bethune, City Administrator
Gwen Robson, Executive Assistant
	Bill Drake, Police Chief





	
Professional Representatives
	
 Chris Bacha, Attorney - Kenyon Disend 
 JC Hungerford, Engineer - Parametrix 

	
Visitors (signed in)
	
 Barbara Ford, Maria Bently, Ronald Bently, Jennifer Sargent



CONSENT AGENDA:
	

	
A. Minutes June 26, 2013  
B. Payroll and Claims Warrants
C. June Treasurer’s Report

Approval of Claims Warrants No. 20102 through No. 20159, in the amount of  $178,441.19 and Payroll Warrants No. 21356 through No. 21374  in the amount of $130,290.35.

A motion was made by Councilmember Colorossi to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion was seconded by Deputy Mayor Holland and carried unanimously.



COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:
	
• Big “O”
	
Barbara Ford shared that the Big “O” Motorcycle Ride will be held on Saturday, July 20th.  The event will start at the Lions Field with breakfast at 7am and a bike parade at 9AM into Orting around the bell tower.  This is a fund raiser with benefits going to the Orting Valley Senior Center and the Orting Soldiers Home Welfare Fund.



COMMISSION REPORTS:
	
• ADR Signage
	
Planning Commissioner Greg Hogan reported the commission addressed some ADR signage.  The have received sign code review revisions from the attorney and will review those next month. There was a street name request which will be considered.



COMMITTEE AND STANDING REPORTS:
	
Community  & Government Interests

• Commercial Development
	
Councilmember Fritz reported that a commercial real estate broker met with the committee and provided financial information about the barriers 

to commercial construction and relatively high commercial vacancies in Orting.  He encouraged the City to consider strategies to increase the population to help the commercial development of the City.  The Committee will take this information in developing a new economic development strategic plan of action for the future.

	
Public Works

• Boatman Springs




WSDOT Franchise
	
Councilmember Drennen provided a committee update.

The committee has been working on a strategy for the Boatman Spring since 1996 to determine how to move forward.  Council has authorized the decommission of the spring and a water rights transfer into our water system, which is now in the final phase for completion.

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) now requires City water lines that cross or run in the right of way of SR162 to be in compliance with new standards.   City staff met with WSDOT to formulate a financial plan for the replacement of water lines.  This will be a long and costly project.  The City must provide a 20 year plan to come into compliance.  

	
Finance & Cemetery

• Budget Status
	
Councilmember Colorossi provided draft minutes of the last Finance Committee meeting.  He presented an update of the budget year to date; the city is doing very well.  Councilmember Colorossi also reported that the budget process will be changing to show income and expense for departments within the general fund.

	
Public Safety

•  Police Candidates



Fire District 18

•  4th of July Status


•  Drowning Incident


•  Lahar Studies
	
Chief Drake reported that two lateral candidates are being evaluated and both look promising.  An additional candidate is being considered as well.
The entry level list is to be established and will go to the Civil Service Commission.  The City hopes to make offers to two candidates in the next month.

The Fire Department has hired a Public Information Officer.  

Chief Gibson reported that July 4th was a normal day, with four medical calls.  

The Swift Water Team participated with Pierce County Sheriff’s Office in a body search in Sumner.  No recovery was made.

The Chief will be traveling to the country of Colombia to study the Ruiz lahar as part of an exchange program.  He will provide a full presentation upon his return.

	
Transportation

• Chip-Seal Program
	


Councilmember Hunt reported that the chip-seal on Calistoga St. W. will begin in mid-August. 



	PRESENTATIONS: 
	None



OLD BUSINESS:
	
Ordinance No. 941 – Medical Marijuana Collective Gardens (First Reading)
	
The Council discussed the purpose and meaning of the ordinance at length and it was decided to review the ordinance for clarifications and bring back to Council.  City Administrator Bethune stressed that city staff will not be licensing or monitoring collective gardens.



NEW  BUSINESS:
	
Ordinance No. 944 – Washington State 
Soldiers Home Sewer Contract

Sewer Service 
Agreement

Setback Levee Lobbyist Scope and Budget











Recess
	
Councilmember Drennen stated that this ordinance creates a classification for customers in the city limits who receive sewer services but don’t receive City water.  This requires an ordinance and an agreement establishing rates.

Councilmember Colorossi noted several errors in the documents and requested they be reviewed by attorney Bacha and corrected.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilmember Drennen cited the benefits of having Shawn Bunney representing the city on this issue.  He stated that we are at a critical crossroad and the struggle for funding is very competitive.  Mr. Bunney has been successful in securing $5.7M and hopes to secure an additional $4M, which has not been finalized.  The City has support from other cities impacted by the setback levee.  Councilmember Fritz stated that it has been acknowledged by Pierce County that the benefits will continue all the way to Puget Sound.  Building Official Ken Wolfe stressed the importance of Mr. Bunney’s assistance.
 
Councilmember Fritz moved to approve an extension of the contract with Lobbyist Shawn Bunney for an additional six months.  Deputy Mayor Holland seconded and the motion carried.

Deputy Mayor Holland moved to recess the Council Meeting for a meeting of the Transportation Benefit District Board. Councilmember Penner seconded and the motion carried.



TRANSPORTATION BENEFIT DISTRICT BOARD

	

	Graham Hunt, Chair called the meeting to order and called roll.  All board members were present.

There being no business to discuss, Boardmember Fritz moved to adjourn the meeting of the Transportation Benefit District Board.  Boardmember Birkes seconded and the motion carried.

Mayor Temple reconvened the meeting of the City Council at 8:07pm.  Attorney Bacha discussed his work in combining Title 3 and Title 4 in the new Business License ordinance.




	 ADJOURN:
	Councilmember Hunt moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 pm. Councilmember Colorossi seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  



ATTEST:



____________________________		            	______________________________
City Administrator Mark Bethune	                                             Mayor Cheryl M. Temple
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