Orting City Council Minutes – June 13, 2012
ORTING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

June 13, 2012

Mayor Cheryl Temple called the meeting to order with the flag salute at 7:00 pm in the Orting Public Safety Building.  Roll call found in attendance Deputy Mayor Graham Hunt, Councilmembers Stanley Holland, Scott Drennen, Rickord Fritz, Ava Krogh, Josh Penner and Guy S. Colorossi and Ex-Officio Shawn Mahoney.  

ATTENDANCE:    
	
City Employees
	
	Mark Bethune, City Administrator
Gwen Robson, Executive Assistant
Bill Drake, Police Chief
	Margaret O’Hara, Finance
Jane Helgelien, Finance





	
Professional Representatives
	
Chris Bacha, Attorney - Kenyon Disend 
JC Hungerford, Engineer - Parametrix 
Paul Webb, Fire Chief

	
Visitors (signed in)
	
Bill Anderson, Barbara Ford, William Birkes, Dick Ford, Michelle Curry, Melissa Buckingham, Margaret Wang, Ryan Mello, Alfred Albert, Brian Backus, Kali Thomas, Rachel Thomas, Carol Gabrielson 



CONSENT AGENDA:
	

	
A. Minutes of May 30, 2012
B. Payroll and Claims Warrants

Approval of Claims Warrants No. 18578 through No. 18650 in the amount of  $62,958.68 and Payroll Warrants No 20987  through No. 21006 in the amount of $142,940.52

A motion was made by Councilmember Holland to approve the Consent Agenda as prepared.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Colorossi and carried unanimously.  



COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:
	
	
Harold Birkes reported that two poles and a large rock have been installed at the entrance to the walkway to the river as he requested.  As a result, there have been no further issues with vehicles on lawns.  Regarding another incident during Night Watch, Mr. Birkes thanked Chief Drake for his two minute response time.

Alfred Albert, Jr. stated that he is trying to get more citizens to council meetings to talk about street drainage issues on Calistoga.  He would like to see goals set for correcting this issue. Councilmembers Holland and Drennen explained some of the issues encountered and stated that the Utilities Committee is working with residents and meeting to discuss possible solutions.  A special meeting will be June 20, 2012 at 4:30, at City Hall.  The public is welcome to attend.

Barbara Ford, Director of the Orting Senior Center reported that June 14, 2012 is Elder Abuse Prevention Day.  She discussed the goals of the Center and advised a grant has been received for nutrition and fitness education.  A grant was also received from the Greater Tacoma Community Foundation for planting a garden to make fresh fruits and vegetable available.  On Friday, June 15, 2012 a Father’s Day Brunch will be held at 10 am.  There will be no charge for fathers.

Carol Gabrielson addressed her concerns on the flooding issues on Calistoga.  Councilmember Drennen reported that catch basin issues will be addressed promptly, and Mr. Hungerford stated that he is working on a solution at this time.

Dick Ford informed the Council that the Big “O” Poker Run will be held July 21, 2012, starting at 6:30 am.  Benefits will go to the Orting Food Bank.  For more information see TheBigORide.com.
He also discussed motorcycle parking in front of the bell tower on Train St. SW.   Councilmember Holland, Public Safety Committee Chair, reported that as of June 12, 2012 the parking area has been approved and will be marked as motorcycle parking.

Brian Backus expressed his concerns regarding vendor parking during festivals and events.  He would like a designated vendor parking area, and is unhappy that the vendors park in the gravel lot across from his business, located at 207 Van Scoyoc.  He feels this interferes with his business.  He was also concerned that he was given conflicting information on pick up of tree debris after the storm in February.  Mayor Temple suggested that Mr. Backus contact Mr. Bethune to discuss the parking issue.  Mr. Bethune invited Mr. Backus to attend the Transportation Committee meeting at 6:30 pm, Monday, June 18th at City Hall.



COMMISSION REPORTS:
	
	
Barbara Ford of the Parks Commission reported that the committee is considering spending $90,000 on new playground equipment for the park.  A number of options are being considered and they are working with a landscape designer.  There will be a Public Hearing on Monday, July 9, 2012 at 6:30 pm, at the Public Safety Building.



PRESENTATIONS:
	
Orting Police Officer Recognition 



















Citizens for a Healthy Bay



 Pierce Conservation District/ Pierce County Stream Team 

	
Chief Drake and Mayor Temple presented the following awards:

In recognition of his efforts with the Party Intervention Patrol, and reflecting great credit upon himself, the Orting Police Department, the City of Orting and our community, Officer Ed Turner was awarded the Medal of Commendation.

In recognition of the work performed by Officer Jeff Martineau, which reflects favorably on himself, the Orting Police Department, The City of Orting and our community, Officer Jeff Martineau was awarded the Medal of Commendation with an Oak Leaf Cluster.

[bookmark: _GoBack]For his outstanding accomplishment of establishing a new and pivotal School Resource Officer (SRO) program in our community, whose dividends will pay-off for years to come, Officer Dan Drasher was awarded the Medal of Meritorious Service.  
The work of uniting so many for a common goal, while coordinating with the “Orting Standing Together On Prevention (“OSTOP”), reflecting credit upon himself, the Orting Police Department, The City of Orting, the Orting School District and our community.  For this single accomplishment Officer Dan Drasher is awarded the Medal of Commendation.  

Bill Anderson, Executive Director, gave a presentation regarding Citizens for a Healthy Bay, which is a non-profit environmental organization working side-by-side with local citizens, businesses and government to prevent water pollution and make our community more sustainable.

Ryan Mello and Melissa Buckingham gave a presentation on the Pierce County Stream Team which began as a one-year grant funded project in 1994. Stream Team has worked with thousands of volunteers to improve local water quality and stream habitat. Volunteers of all ages can get involved in a variety of ways, from water quality monitoring to planting native vegetation along streams.  Other action projects such as storm drain marking and stream clean-ups provide additional opportunities to get involved.  If the city is interested in inclusion in the PCD Territory it must pass a resolution prior to 8/1/12. Councilmember Drennen asked if a partnership can be limited to one or two years.  Mr. Mello stated that the length of partnership is decided by the municipality.  Councilmember Drennen invited the Mr. Mello to the next Utilities Committee meeting on July 3, 2012, 1:00 pm at City Hall.



OLD BUSINESS:
	
	
Mr. Bethune advised the Council that information regarding the Code Enforcement Officer will be brought to Council at the next meeting.



NEW BUSINESS:
	
Boatman Spring Water Right Transfer
	
Councilmember Drennen described the city’s opportunity to transfer its water rights from the Boatman Spring.  The Spring has not been connected to the city’s water system since the mid 90’s when the water pipe over South Prairie Creek was destroyed in a flood.  Now the spring serves only one home.  The City will be required to update the Spring and water system soon at a very high cost.  Connecting the Spring to the city’s system would cost at least a couple of million dollars.  The volume of the water right would serve up to 200 homes and will help meet city water needs in the future.  The transfer will require a significant investment by the City – approximately $134,000.  Initially phase one of the transfer is before the Council as a scope and budget for $37,130.  The City will ultimately sell the property and this will reduce the overall costs.  Councilmember Drennen moved to approve proposed Scope and Budget for City of Orting Phase I Water Right Application Processing in the amount of $37,130.  Councilmember Penner seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.





COMMITTEE AND STANDING REPORTS:
	
River Management
	
Councilmember Colorossi deferred to Mr. Wolfe.  Mr. Wolfe reported that he met with Councilmember Dan Roach, Harold Smelt with Pierce County Surface Water Management, Parametrix, City Administrator Mark Bethune and Mayor Cheryl Temple to discuss flood control district funding in relation to the city of Orting Calistoga Setback Levee project.  At the end of the meeting they were joined by Congressman Dave Reichert who supports the project.  Orting has a permanent seat on the Flood District Advisory Board.  Mr. Wolfe also met with Pierce County regarding a gravel bar removal pilot project study.  

	
Schools and Community Interests
	
Councilmember Fritz reported that the City’s new website should be operational by the end of June.  He will be meeting with Colonel Krogh from Joint Base Lewis McChord Medical Brigade regarding a partnership with Orting. Anyone interested in hearing more is welcome to attend the next meeting on June 27 at 2:00pm at the Public Safety Building.

	
Utilities and Technology
	
No Report

	
Finance & Budget
	
No Report

	
Community Development
	
Councilmember Krogh reported that the Business Fair held on June 9 went very well.  She thanked Mark Bethune, Gwen Robson, Ken Wolfe, Michelle Curry, school district staff and students, vendors and instructors, the Small Business Administration and the Orting Chamber of Commerce.

	
Governmental Affairs
	
No Report

	
Public Safety

Fire District 18

	
Councilmember Holland reported that the committee will be having 9-1-1 stickers placed along the trail.  Chief Webb added that they will be every 1/10th of a mile on the trail.  Local boy scouts will be installing the stickers.  Councilmember Holland also reported there has been discussion on after school/summer activities and funding.  OSTOP gave a presentation about reducing alcohol use by minors through the development of an amendment to the City’s nuisance ordinance which makes it a civil fine for anyone contributing to alcohol use by minors.

Chief Webb reported on a recent house fire on Varner Ave SW.  He also advised that fund raising continues for restoring “Jenny” the City’s antique fire engine.  You can contribute at ww.RestoreJenny.org and by purchasing Jenny cookies at Orting Bakery.  On July 15, 2012 a benefit will be held at the L & M Fire Station. 

	
Transportation
	
Councilmember Hunt reported that discussions were ongoing regarding flooding, catch basins, and how the grind/overlay on Calistoga does not address those issues.

	

Pierce County Regional Council
	

Councilmember Fritz reported attending the Puget Sound Regional Council meeting.  There are several large transportation projects and progress is being made toward moving Orting issues up on the list.  Pierce County Regional Council meets June 14, 2012.



	
Transportation Benefit District Board 


Public Hearing
	
Councilmember Hunt moved to adjourn the Council meeting until the conclusion of the Transportation Benefit District Board meeting.  Councilmember Holland seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Graham Hunt, Chair called to order a meeting of the Transportation Benefit District Board and called roll.  Chairman Hunt opened the Public Hearing.  There was no response for attendees.  Chairman Hunt closed the Public Hearing.

Chairman Hunt reviewed the status of the Transportation Benefit District Board.  City Administrator Bethune presented the Transportation Committees most recent proposal for a TBD transportation plan.  The proposal is for an increase of car tabs by $20 to be limited to a two year period with the money only going to specific street repairs and chip seals.  Bethune discussed some limitations for the Department of Licensing in implementing the fee increase.  They require 90-180 days for implementation.  Bethune estimated the implementation could start on January 1, 2013 and end December 31, 2014.

Councilmember Hunt moved to request that Mayor Temple direct city staff to advertise no later than June 30, 2012, a Public Hearing on July 11, 2012, to enact a $20 car tab fee increase and new project list.  Councilmember Holland seconded and the motion unanimously.

Councilmember Hunt moved to close the meeting of the Transportation Benefit District Board.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Holland and carried unanimously.

	
ADJOURN:
	
Councilmember Hunt moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:30pm.  Councilmember Penner seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  



ATTEST:

____________________________			______________________________
City Administrator Mark Bethune		                       Mayor Cheryl M. Temple
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