Orting City Council Minutes – April 10, 2013

ORTING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

April 10, 2013


Mayor Cheryl Temple called the meeting to order with the flag salute at 7:00 pm in the Orting Public Safety Building.  Roll call found in attendance Deputy Mayor Stanley Holland, Councilmembers Scott Drennen, Rickord Fritz, Josh Penner, William Birkes and Guy S. Colorossi, and Ex-Officio Mahoney.  Deputy Mayor Holland moved to excuse Councilmember Hunt.  Councilmember Fritz seconded and the motion carried.


ATTENDANCE: 
	
City Employees
		Mark Bethune, City Administrator
Gwen Robson, Executive Assistant
	Bill Drake, Police Chief
Kaaren Woods, Court  Administrator




	
Professional Representatives
	
 Chris Bacha, Attorney - Kenyon Disend 
 JC Hungerford, Engineer - Parametrix 

	
Visitors (signed in)
	
 Joe Pestinger, David Inge, Kurt Wilson, Shawn Hoey, Rebecca Hanson, Martha Blumerton



CONSENT AGENDA:
	

	
A. Minutes March 27, 2013  Council Meeting
B. Payroll and Claims Warrants
C. November Treasurer’s Report

Approval of Claims Warrants No. 19711 through No. 19748,  in the amount of  $47,462.56 and Payroll Warrants No. 21272  through No. 21287 in the amount of $139,898.27.

A motion was made by Councilmember Colorossi to approve the Consent Agenda as amended.  Motion was seconded by Deputy Mayor Holland and carried unanimously.



COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:
	
	
Shawn Hoey and Kurt Wilson of the Master Builders Association expressed their concerns regarding payment of General Facilities Charges and Impact Fees by developers up front.  They feel this restricts who can do projects in Orting by making the developers pay.  They would like to meet to discuss deferral of those fees.  Councilmember Penner suggested they attend the Public Works Committee meeting on May 1st.

Joe Pestinger announced that he is a candidate for the office of Mayor.  He expressed his appreciation Building Official Ken Wolfe for making the town safer from flooding.  He also thanked the staff for installing the flashing lights at crosswalks, which increases safety for citizens.



COMMISSION REPORTS:
	
Planning Commission






Parks Commission
	
Greg Hogan of the Planning Commission reported there is a new Planning Commissioner. The commission has approved ADR signage and exterior paint for Tim’s Kitchen.  Mobile vendors were discussed and the temporary signage pilot program will become permanent.  Mr. Hogan noted that the staff is always very informative and helpful.  He requested a list of definitions and acronyms used by the city.  Mr. Bethune will provide that.

Councilmember Fritz reported that the committee will be doing a park by park review, what we have, plans for improvements and developing a capital plan for the future.  Parks will be separated from the General Fund, more information to come. 



COMMITTEE AND STANDING REPORTS:
	
Community  & Government Interests

· Economic Development




· PSRC/PCRC




· 4-H
	
Held first meeting on Tuesday with a large agenda.
· 4H
· Farmers market
· Calistoga levy
· Destination city
· The Economic Development Plan needs an update.  
· The PCC Farmland report was discussed and Councilmember Fritz will send a link to councilmembers.  

On 4/25/13 the Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) will hold their General Assembly.  He added that attending Pierce County Regional Council (PCRC) and Puget Sound Regional Council have been very good to Orting.  He added that attendance shows our support.

Final plans for establishing the 4-H Club will be made at a meeting next Tuesday with the 4-H Program Coordinator.

	
Public Works
	
Councilmember Drennen reported that Well #4 (largest project in the City of Orting) is now completed and the Boatman Springs water transfer is nearing completion.  We have received an energy grant for Well #1, and a Scope and Budget will be presented to the Council soon.  Councilmember Colorossi has been working on the Orville Road project.

	
Finance & Cemetery
	
Councilmember Colorossi reported that staff requested an unbudgeted additional debit/credit machine due to the high volume of calls and customers during the end of the month rush and cut-off rush.  The committee authorized the Mayor to approve that purchase.  Councilmember Colorossi also reviewed the monthly budget breakdown. We are mostly on target. We are at 25% for income, and 21% for expenses.

	
Public Safety







Fire District 18
	
Chief Drake reported that with the closing of Buckley jail and dispatch services, a review was done of other cities in the region offering these services.  The most affordable option was the City of Fife, where we have contracted for 90 nights per quarter, at a reduced cost of $59/night.  He has been very pleased with the service provided. For long term sentences, inmates are sent to Sunnyside, for a further reduced rate of $52/night.  This contract includes pick up and transport of inmates.

Chief Gibson reported a recent accident at Military Road and SR162.  Unfortunately the Pierce County Alert System did not work as smoothly as hoped and the issues are being addressed.  On May 4th a training burn will be held at the Engfer house on SR162.  Chief Gibson reported that the election is ongoing and reminded everyone to vote.  He also reported that the Fire Department will be changing their internet service to the cloud.

	
Transportation
	
No Report. 



PRESENTATIONS:
	
Pierce County Library Update


Update on Agriculture in the Orting Valley
	
Neel Parikh, Pierce County Library Director presented an update to Pierce County Library’s 2012 Annual Report.  Pierce County Reads will hold an event on May 17th.  She encouraged participation in the Summer Reading Program.

Sarah Wilcox, Pierce County Conservation District (PCCD), provided an update on agriculture in the Orting Valley.  She stated that PCCD is not a regulatory agency.  They work countywide with farms and farmers on management plans and wildlife habitat preservation.  There are 54 community gardens in Pierce County and the valley has some of the best farm land. She reported that Pierce County is losing farming land at an alarming rate and stated that agriculture creates jobs.

Councilmember Fritz reported that we are working on getting a 4-H Club organized with an emphasis on agriculture.  Land has been made available at the Washington Soldiers Home.  Councilmember Drennen stated that the charter property is also still available.  It was added that the Master Gardeners Association is an excellent resource.




OLD BUSINESS:
	
Internet Payment Service Agreement – First Read

North Park Rock Wall Signage
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]After some discussion, it was decided to carry this issue forward to the next meeting.  David Inge spoke to the Council and said he uses automatic payments often, and no one else charges a fee to pay electronically.

Councilmember Fritz deferred to Councilmember Colorossi, who provided a brief history on the signage.  The program was started in approximately 2002.  Funds were raised to create a rock wall around the north portion of the park.  A plaque was supposed to be placed on it with names of contributors and stories about the parks. Mr. Bethune stated that this item should have been in the budget for 2013, and that the cost has been reduced to $426.40.  

Councilmember Fritz moved to amend the Parks Budget, Fund 105, to add rock wall signage for the amount of $426.40.  Councilmember Colorossi seconded and the motion carried.




NEW  BUSINESS:
	
Ordinance No. 939:  Business License Requirements – First Reading












Council Retreat
	
Attorney Chris Bacha stated that business license codes had last been adopted in 1973.  Among the issues to be addressed:
· Collective Gardens
· No appeals Process
· Provision addressing special event licensing for vendors
· Unclear fee policies
· Home based businesses
· Minors doing business in the city

The Council discussed questions about the ordinance and decided to send this issue to Community and Government Interests and then to Finance Committee for review.  A Public Hearing will be held in May.


Mayor Temple reminded the Council that the Elected Official Training and Council Retreat to discuss Council Goals will be held on May 4, 2013, starting at 9am.  Registration will be at 8:30am.  She also reported that “the Jenny” is under construction and will unavailable for the Daffodil Parade this Saturday.  




RECESS COUNCIL MEETING
	

	
Deputy Mayor Holland moved to recess the Council meeting until the conclusion of the Transportation Benefit District Board meeting.  Councilmember Fritz seconded and the motion carried.




TRANSPORTATION BENEFIT DISTRICT BOARD (TBD)

	



Funding
	Boardmember Holland called the meeting to order, and Ms. Robson called roll.  Chairman Hunt was absent. Councilmember Drennen moved to excuse Chairman Hunt.  Boardmember Penner seconded and the motion carried.

Boardmember Holland deferred to City Administrator Bethune, who indicated that the funds are not being received as expected.  We have received approximately $5,500 of the expected $10,000.  Mr. Bethune contacted the licensing bureau and was told to expect delays in the processing.  Mr. Bethune pointed out that we must determine how much chip/seal we will commit to with Pierce County.

Boardmember Fritz moved to adjourn the meeting of the TBD.  Boardmember Colorossi seconded and the motion carried.



RECONVENE COUNCIL MEETING
	
	
Mayor Temple reconvened the Council meeting at 8:57pm.  



EXECUTIVE SESSION:  DISCUSSION OF REAL ESTATE PURCHASE
	
	
Mayor Temple recessed the Council meeting for a 3 minutes break and then into Executive Session at 9pm for 20 minutes to discuss potential real estate purchase per RCW42.30.110(1)(i) .  No action will take place in executive session or to follow.

Mayor Temple reconvened the Council meeting at 9:20 pm.




ADJOURN:
	
	Deputy Mayor Holland moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 pm. Councilmember Colorossi seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  



ATTEST:


____________________________		            	______________________________
City Administrator Mark Bethune	                                             Mayor Cheryl M. Temple
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