Orting City Council Minutes – March 14, 2012

ORTING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

March 14, 2012
Mayor Cheryl Temple called the meeting to order with the flag salute at 7:00 pm in the Orting Public Safety Building.  Roll call found in attendance Deputy Mayor Graham Hunt, Councilmembers Stanley Holland, Ava Krogh, Scott Drennen, Rickord Fritz, Josh Penner and Guy S. Colorossi and Fire Commissioner Margaret O’Harra.
ATTENDANCE:    

	City Employees
	Mark Bethune, City Administrator

Gwen Robson, Executive Assistant

Bill Drake, Police Chief

Beckie Meek, Director of Parks and Recreation


	Professional Representatives
	Chris Bacha, Attorney - Kenyon Disend 
JC Hungerford, Engineer - Parametrix 
Paul Webb, Fire Chief
Dave Roberts, Engineer - Parametrix

	Visitors (signed in)
	Shirley Frasl Sigafoos, Dakota Meek, Mike Sowards, Steve Templeman, Dalton Evanger, Drew Templeman, Fred Green, Shannon Maris, Fred Green (Sr.), Lynne Evanger, Dallis Evanger, Joanne Templeman, Keith Kovalenko, Mark Gingrich, Barbara Ford


CONSENT AGENDA:

	
	A. Minutes of February 29, 2012
B. Payroll and Claims Warrants
Approval of Claims Warrants No. 18255 through No. 18309, in the amount of  $189,471.54 and Payroll Warrants No. 20873 through No. 20894 in the amount of $128,918.94.
A motion was made by Councilmember Holland to approve the Consent Agenda as prepared.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember  Drennen  and carried unanimously.  


COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:
	Senior Center


	Barbara Ford announced the Senior Center Easter Bazaar is March 30-31, 2012.   During this event, they will be selling bicycles donated by the Orting Police Department, at very low cost.  Anybody who had a bicycle stolen and can provide reasonable proof of ownership will have their bike returned at no cost.


PRESENTATIONS:
	Parks Commission
Orting High School Wrestling Team
Parametrix 
	 Barbara Ford provided a presentation from the Parks Commission outlining ongoing actions and future plans for parks throughout the city.

Mayor Temple recognized the Orting High School Wrestling Team as four time 1A State Champions and proclaimed March 16, 2012 as Orting Cardinal Wrestling Team Day.  Team members and coaches were introduced, and a Key to the City was presented to the team, to be placed in the trophy case.

J.C. Hungerford, Engineer, gave a presentation on the current status of public works projects and their budget status throughout the city.


OLD BUSINESS:

	Solid Waste Disposal Franchise Agreement
DM Disposal Memorandum of Understanding

Utility Bill Mailing Vendor Service Agreement

Public Works Shop Designer Selection
	Councilmember Drennen presented the first reading of the franchise agreement for discussion.
DM Disposal representative Keith Kovalenko and Mark Gingrich gave a short presentation and answered questions.  Bulk items will be added to the franchise agreement.  

Some language revisions are necessary. The language in the code must be the same as in the franchise agreement.  Deputy Mayor Hunt noted that vacation service is defined in the new contract and asked what is an appropriate notification date prior to the next service date.  Councilmember Penner noted that DM Disposal seems receptive to citizen questions, and asked them to return to the next meeting on March 28, 2012.

Councilmember Josh Penner presented the MOU for debt amnesty for Orting residents without current garbage service.  He indicated that there would need to be date changes for the final version of the MOU.
Councilmember Drennen presented the Utility Committee’s recommendation to move forward with DIVDAT’s contract for utility billing services.  However, he suggested not moving forward with their online bill pay service.  Online bill paying would cost the city thousands of dollars and the Utility Committee suggested waiting until more information could be gathered.  Several Councilmembers disagreed with the recommendation, as they would like utility bill mailings and electronic bill pay to be a package deal to potentially lower costs.  This would require going out for RFP again.  
After discussion a roll call vote was taken:

Ayes – Drennen, Penner, Colorossi

Nays – Holland, Krogh, Fritz, Hunt

The motion to accept the DIVDAT service agreement failed.

Deputy Mayor Hunt moved to approve the Cleary Building Corporation to design the Public Works Shop.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Holland and carried unanimously.


NEW BUSINESS:

	Street Sweeper Purchase
	Councilmember Drennen moved to approve the purchase of a new street sweeper which was approved in the 2012 budget.  Councilmember Holland seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


STANDING AND COMMITTEE REPORTS:
	River Management
	Ken Wolfe, Building Official, gave an update on where we are in the permitting process with Army Corps and Ecology for the levee setback project.  The State Budget is pending and if Ecology receives their request the City of Orting may receive $1 million for the construction of the new levee. 



	Schools and Community Interests
	Councilmember Fritz reported that the committee will meet on the 4th Wednesday of each month at 2:00 p.m.  He reported that the Parks Commission recommended the tree stumps, due to their rugged condition, be removed from North Park.  Mark Bethune announced that the ice storm event was declared a National Disaster and that many expenses associated with the storm will be reimbursed to the city, including the stump removal.
Councilmember Fritz also announced that the Orting Food Bank is looking for involved citizens to serve on its Board of Directors and to contact the Food Bank directly if interested.

	Utilities and Technology
	No Report

	Finance & Budget
	No Report

	Community Development
	Deputy Mayor Hunt discussed the Business Fair on June 9, 2012 at Orting Middle School.

	Governmental Affairs
	The Governmental Affairs meeting has been rescheduled to March 22, 2012 and will now meet on the 4th Thursday of each month.

	Public Safety
Fire District 18
	No Report
No Report

	Transportation
	Councilmember Holland reported that the amended Pierce Transit tax district map has been approved.  Several actions will take place over the next several months and after that Orting will likely be removed from the current .06% sales tax burden used to fund Pierce Transit.

	Pierce County Regional Council
	Councilmember Fritz reported that Councilmember Dan Roach will hold a Town Hall meeting on March 22, 2012 to discuss the County’s flood district measure and other issues.


TRANSPORTATION BENEFIT DISTRICT BOARD:

	TBDB Presentation
	Deputy Mayor Hunt moved to recess the Council Meeting until the conclusion of the meeting of the Transportation Benefit District Board.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Holland and carried unanimously.

TBD Chairperson Hunt called the meeting of the Transportation Benefit District Board to order and called roll, with all members present.

Chairperson Hunt discussed the project plan for the TBD via various car tab fee increase options and the projects that could be accomplished with a timeline of expected results.  Councilmember Fritz discussed the potential for a .02% sales tax in light of the Pierce Transit decision as a way to reduce the car tab fee options.   Attorney Bacha advised that discussion of the sales tax is allowed but the board would have to have its taxing  authority amended through the City Council in order to have the sales tax revenue option added.   Councilman Fritz made a motion to recommend to the City Council it amend the  authority of the TBD Board to add a .02% sales tax option to the voters, the motion was seconded by Councilmen  Penner, after discussion the motion failed with a vote of 3 (I) 4 (N).
Deputy Mayor Hunt adjourned the meeting of the Transportation Benefit District Board.

	RECONVENE COUNCIL MEETING

	
	Mayor Temple reconvened the Council meeting.  

	ADJOURN:
	Councilmember Krogh moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:10.  Councilmember Holland seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  


ATTEST:
____________________________


______________________________

City Administrator Mark Bethune

                       Mayor Cheryl M. Temple
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