Orting City Council Minutes – February 27, 2013
   
ORTING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

February 27, 2013


Mayor Cheryl Temple called the meeting to order with the flag salute at 7:00 pm in the Orting Public Safety Building.  Roll call found in attendance Deputy Mayor Stanley Holland, Councilmembers Graham Hunt, Scott Drennen, Rickord Fritz, Josh Penner and Guy S. Colorossi, and Ex-Officio Mahoney.


ATTENDANCE: 
	
City Employees
		Mark Bethune, City Administrator
Gwen Robson, Executive Assistant
Jane Helgelien, Finance
Margaret O’Harra, Finance
	Bill Drake, Police Chief
Beckie Meek, Parks & Rec Director
Kaaren Woods, Court Administrator




	
Professional Representatives
	
  Chris Bacha, Attorney - Kenyon Disend 
  JC Hungerford, Engineer - Parametrix 
  Zane Gibson, Fire Chief
  Chris Magirl, United States Geological Survey

	
Visitors (signed in)
	
  Bill Birkes, Madeline Jones, Kristina Rivera, Lael Hepworth, Jolene Hilt, Jennifer 
  Sargent, Paul Ambrose, Sylvia Ambrose



CONSENT AGENDA:
	

	
A. Minutes of January 30, 2013 Council Meeting
B. Payroll and Claims Warrants
C. January Treasurer’s Report

Approval of Claims Warrants No. 19480 through No. 19547, in the amount of  $340,703.10 and Payroll Warrants No. 21218  through No. 21232 in the amount of $153,403.48.

Approval of Claims Warrants No. 19548, through No. 19596,  in the amount of $106,122.95 and Payroll Warrants No. 21234 through No. 21244 in the amount of $108,467.60.

A motion was made by Councilmember Colorossi to approve the Consent Agenda as amended.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Fritz and carried unanimously.



COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:
	
	
None



COMMITTEE AND STANDING REPORTS:
	
Schools and Community Interests
	
None

	
Utilities and Technology
	
None

	
Finance & Budget
	
Councilmember Colorossi reviewed January expenses. He stated the Committee meeting date/time will be changing to a few days before Council meetings.

	

Community Development
	

Councilmember Hunt encouraged viewers to visit the City of Orting website to see information about the Farmers Market, which begins on June 21, 2013.

	
Governmental Affairs
	
None

	
Public Safety





































Fire District 18
	
Chief Drake reported that the first Student Court was held today at Orting High School.  The Judge refers traffic infractions to Student Court for disposition.  The Student Court process is handled by students who meet certain criteria.

Chief Drake also provided a chart showing the increase of 911 calls from 2008 to 2012 and discussed his concerns regarding the sharp increase in 2012.  There has been a significant rise in felony cases.  Chief Drake feels that the city should be more proactive and have more “boots on the street” to deter criminal activity.  With overtime for 2013 already at 16.38% he feels that an additional officer would be more cost effective and efficient.  He is wary of burnout of officers from too much overtime work and reminded the Council that three officers are currently on leave for injuries.  Councilmember Drennen stated his support and suggested that Public Safety meet with the Finance Committee to determine how to sustain the additional cost, so there is a limited impact on reserve funds.  Councilmember Fritz questioned the fitness issue and evaluation of fitness for duty.  Chief Drake responded that the evaluation of fitness for duty is being addressed for repeated Labor & Industries claims.  Councilmember Colorossi asked for the approximate date of return to work for employees out on leave at this time.  Chief Drake responded that one officer has returned to light duty, and the other two are expected back on the job by the end of March.

Councilmember Hunt moved to approve hiring an additional officer.  Deputy Mayor Holland seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Temple suggested looking at future funding during the next budget cycle.

Chief Drake reported that the new Code Enforcement Officer is doing well and has been actively pursuing trash collection issues. On January 25, 2013 - 103 letters were sent to residents without service. 31 addresses became compliant, 27 addresses were determined to be vacant and 45 either did not respond or landlords were attempting compliance.  In some cases civil infractions will be issued shortly for non-compliance.

City Administrator Bethune reported that the marijuana moratorium has expired.  Attorney Bacha stated that an ordinance is being drafted to amend the City Code affecting land use and business licenses.  The ordinance should be ready within 60-90 days.

No Report.

	
Transportation
	
No Report.

	
Pierce County Regional Council
	
Councilmember Fritz reported there is a transportation bill in Olympia regarding funding for SR167 from Puyallup to the Port of Tacoma.

Deputy Mayor Holland stated that Council committee assignments will be discussed at the next meeting.






PRESENTATIONS:
	
Sediment Transport from Mount Rainier by United States Geological Survey (USGS)
	
Building Official Ken Wolfe stated that the state legislature is in session and millions of dollars may be available for levee projects.  We must move forward quickly toward meeting the requirements for receiving those funds.  A PowerPoint presentation was provided by Chris Magirl, Research Hydrologist for the USGS.  He discussed what causes flooding, how much sediment flows from Mount Rainier to Puget Sound.  Mayor Temple thanked Mr. Magirl for his presentation.




OLD BUSINESS:                   
	
	None




NEW BUSINESS:
	
Introduction of Superintendent
Lael Hepworth



Civil Service Commissioners








Association of Washington Cities (AWC)


Ordinance No. 937 – Special Event Parking Limitations





PUBLIC HEARING:
Ordinance No. 938 – Shoreline Master Program Amendments














City Hall Remodel

Council Interviews – Position #3


	
Mayor Temple introduced and welcomed Mr. Lael Hepworth, Superintendent of the Washington Soldiers Home.  Mr. Hepworth advised that the Soldiers Home has plans for additional programs for veterans of all ages, and wars of recent years such as Iraq.  There is a plan to use two currently vacant buildings to house new programs.

City Administrator Bethune explained that the Civil Service Commission meets infrequently and hasn’t had work to do for the last two years, making it difficult to keep Commissioners on board; in fact all have resigned at present.  The members of the Parks Commission have agreed to also serve as Civil Service Commissioners, and hold the quarterly meetings in conjunction with the Parks Commission meetings. Councilmember Fritz moved to confirm Barbara Ford, Madeline Jones, Greg Reed, Jolene Hilt and Kristina Rivera as Civil Service Commissioners.  Councilmember Holland seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

City Administrator Bethune reviewed new training requirements by AWC and noted that if the training is not completed, there will be a $10,000 insurance deductible.


Councilmember Hunt reported that there have been complaints that vendors are parking on Van Scoyoc during special events, and this prevents parking access for shop customers. He stated there are plans to have a vendor parking area, which will be addressed during the permit process.  The Police Department, Public Works employees and Code Enforcement Officer would be appointed to monitor parking activity.  Councilmember Fritz stated his objection to such an ordinance.

Building Official Ken Wolfe addressed the Public Hearing on Minor Amendments to the Shoreline Master Program.  The Department of Ecology has directed the city to proceed through permitting for the Calistoga Levee Setback. He showed presentation boards of the project areas and explained how wetlands will be affected and how our Shoreline Master Plan has to clearly define how wetlands can be filled and under what circumstances.

The Public Hearing was opened at 9:07pm.  There being no comments the Public Hearing was closed.

Councilmember Drennen moved to approve an ordinance in the City of Orting, Washington, relating to shoreline management; amending Section 11-6-1 of the Orting Municipal Code; adopting minor amendments to the Shoreline Master Program; providing for severability; and establishing an effective date. Councilmember Hunt seconded the motion and it carried with Ayes from Councilmembers Drennen, Hunt, Holland, Colorossi and Penner, and a Nay from Councilmember Fritz.

Deputy Mayor Holland requested this item be moved to the next meeting.

Two candidates were present for interviews, Jennifer Sargent and Bill Birkes.  Mr. Birkes was excused for the interview of Ms. Sargent.  Deputy Mayor Holland began the interview of Ms. Sargent and all Councilmembers followed with their questions.  Mr. Birkes returned to the meeting and Deputy Mayor Holland again started the interview, with all Councilmembers weighing in.



RECESS COUNCIL MEETING TO EXECUTIVE SESSION:
	
	
Councilmember Fritz moved to recess Council Meeting for a five minute break and then move to Executive Session to discuss Councilmember Position #3 candidate qualifications, and to return from Executive Session at 10:20pm.  Councilmember Hunt seconded and the motion carried unanimously.




	EXECUTIVE SESSION:
	Mayor Temple called the Executive Session to order at 10:05 pm.  
Mayor Temple adjourned the Executive Session at 10:20 pm. 
Mayor Temple reconvened the Council meeting at 10:20 pm.



	COUNCIL MEETING:
	Deputy Mayor Holland moved to approve Bill Birkes as a City of Orting Councilmember.  Councilmember Hunt seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Birkes was sworn in by City Administrator Bethune and took his seat on the Council.



[bookmark: _GoBack]ADJOURN:
	
	Councilmember Birkes moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:25 pm. Deputy Mayor Holland seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  



ATTEST:


____________________________			______________________________
City Administrator Mark Bethune	                              Mayor Cheryl M. Temple
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