City of Orting Council Meeting Minutes 12/11/13

	ORTING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

December 11, 2013

Mayor Cheryl Temple called the meeting to order with the flag salute at 7:00 pm in the Orting Public Safety Building.  Roll call found in attendance Deputy Mayor Holland, Councilmembers Scott Drennen, Rickord Fritz, Graham Hunt, Josh Penner, William Birkes and Guy S. Colorossi, and Ex-Official Mahoney.


	ATTENDANCE:
	

	
	

	     
	City Employees
	Mark Bethune, City Administrator
	Bill Drake, Police Chief

	
	Gwen Robson, Executive Assistant
Kaaren Woods, Court Administrator
	Ken Wolfe, Building Official

	
	

	     
	Professional 
Representatives
	Chris Bach, Attorney – Kenyon Disend
JC Hungerford, Engineer – Parametrix
David Roberts, Engineer - Parametrix

	
	

	     
	Visitors (signed in)
	Shirley Sigafoos, Joe Pestinger, Earl Brydson, Betsi Brydson, Betty Prall, John Rendell, David Egtes, Elisabeth Bupp, Michelle Curry, Jennifer Sargent, Chance Brimhall, Joey Temple, Casey Temple, Jason Pestinger, Aaron Willits, Jen Willits, MaryAnne Bevard, Jim Bevard, Patty Villa, David Inge, Kathy King, Barbara Ford

	
	
	

	CONSENT AGENDA:

	
	A. Minutes of November 27, 2013 Council Meeting
B. Payroll and Claims Warrants

Approval of Claims Warrants No. 40328 through No. 40382, in the amount of  $111,272.07 and Payroll Warrants No. 21511 through No. 21527 in the amount of $141,135.88.

A motion was made by Councilmember Colorossi to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion was seconded by Deputy Mayor Holland and carried unanimously.

	
	

	NEW  BUSINESS:   

    •  Recognition










    •  Swearing In    
       Ceremony






Resolution No. 2013-15 Animal License Fees
	

Chief Drake presented the Community Service Excellence Award for Impaired Driving Enforcement to Police Officer Ed Turner, on behalf of victims of impaired driving.  Officer Turner was recently recognized by victims and the City of Fife.

Mayor Temple recognized Kelly Cochran, who has been a Planning Commissioner twenty three years and was instrumental in the architectural 
design review plan and sign ordinances for the City. Mayor Temple thanked her for her service.

Mayor Temple introduced new Planning Commission Aaron Willits.

Councilmembers Graham Hunt, William Birkes, Scott Drennen and Barbara Ford were sworn in by Mayor Temple, to be effective January 1, 2014.

Police Officer Gerry Pickens was sworn in by Mayor Temple.

Joachim (Joe) Pestinger was sworn in as Mayor by Mayor Temple, effective January 1, 2014. 

A. City Administrator Mark Bethune explained the current animal license fees and the need to increase the rates, to cover expenses of the program.  The higher rates will cover minimal expenses only.


Councilmember Hunt moved to approve an ordinance of the City of Orting, Washington adopting the City of Orting Animal License fees effective January 1, 2014, with the addition of an exemption of the fees for service animals.  Councilmember Penner seconded and the motion carried.

	
	

	COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:

	

	
	None

	
	

	COMMISSION REPORTS:

	
	

	
	Jennifer Sargent, Planning Commissioner reported that the Commission is working on the sign portion of the Architectural Design Review and the business license code.  They will also be working on Orting’s comprehensive plan.  Ms. Sargent stated that the commission will have questions regarding the business license code.

	

	COMMITTEE AND STANDING REPORTS:

	

	
	Community and Government Interests

	
	
	

	
	
	Councilmember Fritz reported that the December meeting was cancelled.

	
	
	

	
	Public Works
	Councilmember Drennen reported that online billing is almost ready to go live.  The capital improvement plan has been submitted to the Committee by Parametrix.  Mr. Bethune stated that online billing training is planned for December, and we could be ready to go live prior to January.

	
	
	

	
	Finance & Cemetery
	Councilmember Colorossi provided a brief review of items covered in the last meeting with special emphasis on updating the court budget process.

	
	

	
	Public Safety
	

	
	
	

	
	  •
	Police Department
	Councilmember Hunt requested that enforcement of handicapped parking be addressed at the Public Safety meeting.

	
	
	
	

	
	  •
	Fire District 18
	Chief Gibson reported the fire district is also working on a budget for 2014.  A citizens CPR program will be starting in 2014.  Fire Commissioner Mahoney stated that the district will be accepting letters and applications for a new fire commissioner until the first meeting in January, and will have interviews at the second meeting in January.

	
	
	

	
	Transportation
	Councilmember Hunt thanked Parametrix for appropriating a grant for $814,000 to fund a new two way left turn lane (from Cardinal Lane NE to Leber Street NE.  Mr. Bethune pointed out that this grant is not in the budget for 2014 at this time.  

	
	

	OLD BUSINESS:
	

	
	
	

	
	DM Disposal Franchise Agreement Amendment  































PUBLIC HEARINGS:

Ordinance No. 950:  2013 Budget Amendments



Ordinance No. 951: Utility Rate Changes










Ordinance No. 949:  Final 2014 Budget










Meeting Cancellation

	Councilmember Drennen provided an update on the issue of amending the franchise agreement to meet the needs of the school district.  The Utility Committee has considered the options, and does not recommend a special classification be created. 

School District Administrator Michelle Curry thanked the Council for their dialogue and commitment to the students of Orting.  She pointed out that Safeway had an agreement for fewer pickups and that is what the school district is requesting.  It was requested that the Council continue to consider the issue.

Mr. Bethune responded that it was determined that the Safeway contract was in violation, and that contract has been amended.  

Director Elisabeth Bupp from the School Board thanked the Council for continuing collaboration.  She requested that the issue be reconsidered, perhaps on a trial basis.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Attorney Bacha pointed out that the contract requires the City to enforce compliance.  It is common and simple to have different classifications for residential and commercial pick up.  If a separate classification is created for some commercial customers, and there is no basis for treating that entity differently, there would be liability exposure.

Councilmember Fritz expressed concern in allowing individual exceptions and felt the City should be consistent in policy."

Councilmember Colorossi suggested that combining school containers might result in a savings for the district. He supports the committee’s decision.
Discussion ensued.

Councilmember Drennen moved to maintain the current franchise agreement with DM Disposal.  Councilmember Penner seconded.  Deputy Mayor Holland requested a roll call vote.  Ayes: Birkes, Fritz, Colorossi, Penner, Drennen.
Nays: Holland, Hunt.

City Administrator Bethune reviewed the items to be amended in the 2013 budget.
Mayor Temple opened the Public Hearing at 8:05 pm.  There being no comments from the public, the Public Hearing was closed at 8:05.

Councilmember Colorossi moved to approve an ordinance of the City of Orting, Washington amending the 2013 Fiscal Budget and authorizing certain expenditures.  Deputy Mayor Holland seconded and the motion carried.

Councilmember Drennen provided an overview of the utility rate change.  The change is based upon a ten-year plan and we must anticipate the cost of utilities in the future.  Our rates have remained competitive and equitable to our customers.  

Mayor Temple opened the Public Hearing at 8:20 pm.  There being no comments from the public, the Public Hearing was closed at 8:20 pm.

Councilmember Colorossi moved to approve an ordinance of the City of Orting, Washington adopting the City of Orting 2014 Budget. Councilmember Hunt seconded and the motion carried.

City Administrator Bethune reviewed the changes to the preliminary budget.

Mayor Temple opened the Public Hearing at 8:33 pm.  Barbara Ford thanked the Council for the many hours spent on balancing the budget, and for including 


social services for the Senior Center and the Food Bank.  There being no further comments, the Public Hearing was closed at 8:35 pm.

Councilmember Hunt moved to approve an ordinance of the City of Orting, Washington, relating to utility rates; adopting adjustments to water, sewer and stormwater utility rates; providing for severability; and establishing an effective date.  Councilmember Colorossi seconded and the motion carried.

Mayor Temple asked for a motion to cancel the meeting of December 25, 2013.

Councilmember Fritz moved to cancel the Council meeting of December 25th, 2013.  Councilmember Hunt seconded and the motion carried.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Recognition of Mayor Temple and Deputy Mayor Holland
	Deputy Mayor Holland was recognized by Mayor Temple and City Administrator Bethune.  He received a plaque commemorating his years of service.

Mayor Temple was recognized by City Administrator Bethune and members of the Council.  Mr. Bethune presented Mayor Temple with a plaque which holds her gavel.  Chief Drake, Judge Curry and Court Administrator Kaaren Woods thanked Mayor Temple and also presented her with a plaque of appreciation.

	
	
	

	ADJOURN:
	Deputy Mayor Holland moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:03 pm.  Councilmember Hunt seconded and the motion carried.

	
	

	
	

	ATTEST:
	

	
	

	

	

	  _______________________________                                       ______________________________

	      City Administrator Mark Bethune                                                        Mayor Cheryl Temple
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