Orting City Council Minutes – November 13, 2013

ORTING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

November 13, 2013

Mayor Cheryl Temple called the meeting to order with the flag salute at 7:00 pm in the Orting Public Safety Building.  Roll call found in attendance Deputy Mayor Stanley Holland, Councilmembers Scott Drennen, Rickord Fritz, Graham Hunt, Josh Penner, William Birkes and Guy S. Colorossi, and Ex-Officio Mahoney.  

ATTENDANCE: 
	
City Employees
		Mark Bethune, City Administrator
Gwen Robson, Executive Assistant
Jane Helgelien, Finance
Freda Bingham, Finance
	Bill Drake, Police Chief
Kaaren Woods, Court Administrator
Ken Wolfe, Building Official
Margaret O’Harra, Cashier




	
Professional Representatives
	
Chris Bacha, Attorney - Kenyon Disend 
Rick Hermis, Engineer - Parametrix 
Zane Gibson, Fire Chief

	
Visitors (signed in)
	
Joe Pestinger, Barbara Ford, Shirley Sigafoos, Pat Wade, Marv Wade, Ray Sneesby, Gayle Sneesby, Dave Weston, Diane Weston, Emily Nemi 



CONSENT AGENDA:
	










	
A. Minutes October 30, 2013  Council Meeting
B. Payroll and Claims Warrants
C. November Treasurer’s Report

Approval of Claims Warrants No. 40220 through No. 40269, in the amount of  $48,549.41 and Payroll Warrants No. 21482  through No. 21498 in the amount of $144,204.86.

 Councilmember Fritz requested a clarification in the minutes that the Council   
 requested a Scope and Budget from the Public Safety Committee on the issue  
[bookmark: _GoBack] of lighting on VanScoyoc Ave. SW and parking lot.

Councilmember Hunt had questions regarding calendar expenses.  Mr. Bethune explained the need for different calendars in different departments.  He added that other office supplies may have been included in the order.  Councilmember Hunt questioned why $15.21 was paid for dish soap and Mr. Bethune stated we try to buy in bulk, but he will check into that purchase. Councilmember Hunt requested an explanation of hotel costs for Vision training.  Mr. Bethune explained that four staff members attended a three day training on the newly implemented utility payment module.  It was critical that the staff attend to get the latest information and speak with staff from cities who already have this module.

Councilmember Hunt asked about Vision Forms, LLC, and asked what are AP checks. Mr. Bethune stated he will send that information out next week.  Councilmember Hunt asked about the cost of printing and mailing of utility bills and Mr. Bethune confirmed that the amount represented two months.

Councilmember Fritz asked about the cost for tree trimming on Daffodil Avenue NE. Mr. Bethune reported that after the recent wind storm three cottonwoods which were on city property were leaning over homes, requiring removal.  

Councilmember Colorossi asked if the city is required to replace the trees.  Mr. Wolfe replied that the trees will be replaced with a different variety.  

Councilmember Fritz asked why the high cost for mounting and wiring a new projector in the Public Safety Building.  Chief Drake answered that the new projector interfaces with all the systems currently in the building, including the new firearms training system. The service provider has provided this service previously, and is familiar with the system. The funds used for the projector were donated.

Councilmember Fritz questioned the expense of $1,500 for flashlights and Mr. Wolfe responded that those items are part of public outreach events.   $2,000 was budgeted for such giveaways during outreach events. The city receives a grant which reimburses this expense, so there is no net cost to the city.

A motion was made by Councilmember Colorossi to approve the Consent Agenda as amended.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Hunt and carried unanimously. 



COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:
	
Town Hall Meeting





Department of Veteran Affairs








Homeless Shelters
	
Joe Pestinger thanked everyone who participated in the last election process.  He and Barbara Ford are planning to hold a Town Hall meeting at the Senior Center on November 18th at 12:30pm, and again at 6pm.  Ms. Ford provided the address of the Senior Center - 120 Washington Ave. N.  Mr. Pestinger invited the public to attend.

Emily Nemi, a homeless outreach social worker with the Department of Veteran Affairs spoke on behalf of the Pierce County Coalition to End Homelessness. Next week is Homeless Awareness Week.  Costs to help  homeless individuals could be decreased by providing housing and support.  Ms. Nemi stated she would be available to meet with the Community and Government Interests Committee.  Councilmember Fritz asked if Ms. Nemi has ties to the Soldiers Home.  He suggested partnering with the Soldiers Home and Pierce County Community Connections.  He offered to put her in touch with these organizations.

Patricia Wade reported that the Church of the Nazarene in Puyallup makes many resources available to the homeless. The church participates with other churches to provide transportation for homeless citizens, a place to sleep, hygiene supplies, showers, meals and counseling. Mothers with children are taken to the Tacoma shelter. She suggested the churches in Orting could group together to provide these type of services.



COMMISSION REPORTS:
	
Parks Commission





Planning Commission
	
Barbara Ford, Parks Commissioner, reported that the commission met the first Wednesday of the month and discussed the budget, park lighting and the proposal for smoke free zones. No action was taken. The commission will not meet in December or January. The next meeting will be the 1st Wednesday of Feb, at 6:30 pm.

Mr. Bethune noted that the Planning Commission did not have a quorum. 
Mayor Temple reported that there are openings for two volunteers to serve as Planning Commissioners.





COMMITTEE AND STANDING REPORTS:
	
Community  & Government Interests

· Orting Food Bank


· Toys for Tots


· Thanksgiving Day Meals

	
Councilmember Fritz stated the next meeting is in December.  He said the number of needy individuals is increasing, placing a higher demand on the Orting Food Bank.  The food bank is in dire need of donations and sponsors for holiday meals and gifts for families. Food, cash and checks are accepted. For additional information contact Jeannie Pestinger at 360.893.6617.   

Mr. Pestinger mentioned that Patty at the Fire Department is handling Toys for Tots, with drop boxes at City Hall and the Fire Department.

Councilmember Fritz reported that Thanksgiving Day meals will be provided by the Eagles and Rivers Edge Church from noon – 6pm. Everyone is invited to attend.

	
Public Works





· Calistoga Setback Levee Groundbreaking

	
Councilmember Drennen reported the committee met Nov. 6th  and 8th. Items discussed were: 
· School District request for adjusted garbage pick up rates.
· Utility Rates
· Public Works Building

Mr. Wolfe advised there will be a groundbreaking ceremony for the Calistoga Setback Levee at the park next to the Calistoga Bridge on Dec. 19, from 11am to 1pm. There will be speakers and lunch will be provided.  There have been over $20M in grants and loans for this project.  

	
Finance & Cemetery
	
Councilmember Colorossi reported that the Finance Committee did not meet on Nov. 11, and he is attempting to reschedule.  He provided a brief review of expense versus revenue to this point.

	
Public Safety

Fire District 18
	
No Report

No Report 

	
Transportation

Special Meetings
	
No Report

Councilmember Fritz reported that he attended the last meeting of the Puget Sound Regional Council, Growth Management Board.  He discovered that the Growth Management Committee does not connect with the Economic Development Committee.  It’s important that we continue to participate.

Councilmember Hunt provided an update for the Pierce County Council.  He presented Ordinance No. 2013-12 (marijuana on agricultural resource land) to the Pierce County Council.  A resolution was passed for Pierce County stating that until Congress changes the controlled use of the substance they will not move forward. 
 
Councilmember Fritz added that Pierce County put some restrictions in place and there will be no growing of the substance in the valley.







OLD BUSINESS:
	
Ordinance No. 944 – Washington State Soldiers Home Sewer Contract







Ordinance No. 939 - Business License Requirements

Ordinance No. 947 – Compensation of Elected Officials
	
Councilmember Drennen stated this ordinance has been through the Utility Committee and has been reviewed and approved by the City Council pending approval and signature by the Soldiers Home.

Councilmember Drennen moved to approve Ordinance No. 944, an ordinance of the City of Orting, Washington, relating to sanitary sewer fees; amending OMC 9-2B-1 to define measurement of flow; amending OMC 9-2C-5 authorizing sanitary sewer agreements to meter wastewater flows; providing for severability; and establishing an effective date.  Councilmember Penner seconded and the motion carried.

Deputy Mayor Holland moved to table the issue until the next meeting. Councilmember Hunt seconded and the motion carried.


Mr. Bacha explained the provisions for approval of a raise in compensation and provided clarification.  A councilmember cannot vote for a raise during their current term of office. This raise would take effect in 2016.  Discussion ensued.  

Councilmember Hunt moved to approve an ordinance of the City of Orting, Washington, relating to compensation of elected officials; amending OMC 1-6-3; increasing compensation of elected officials; providing for severability; and establishing an effective date, with the amendment to the amount $300.  
Roll call vote: Ayes – Holland, Hunt, Birkes, Penner, Drennen.  Nays – Fritz
Abstain - Colorossi




NEW  BUSINESS:
	
Public Hearing

· Budget
· Revenue Sources














· Property Tax Levy









· Utility Rate Change
	


City Administrator Bethune presented 2014 budget draft #5, and identified changes from the previous draft.  Some figures will not be certain until December.  He provided a powerpoint presentation outlining the 2014 budget revenue sources.

8:29p.m. - Opened Public Hearing for the 2014 Budget and 2014 Revenue Sources.

Patricia Wade asked for a definition of PCRC and Councilmember Fritz provided that – Pierce County Regional Council.  Dave Weston had questions about City investments wondering why the rates were so low.  Mr. Bethune responded pointing out that the State does not allow the City to invest in any financial product that can lose principal.

8:33p.m. - Closed Public Hearing 

City Administrator Bethune provided a breakdown of property taxes. Councilmember Hunt questioned if the tax rate could be reduced. Attorney Bacha advised that the rate could be reduced.  Discussion ensued.  



Mayor Temple suggested sending to Finance Committee for consideration of reducing the $1.60 property tax.  Attorney Bacha recommended reserving capacity; if this is not done, there is a limited ability to get that back.

Mr. Bethune advised that the Utility Committee has reviewed the utility rates. A study done by The FCS Group recommended sharp increases to meet expenses and capital requirements.  The study recommended to raising the rates by $10-$15 a year.   The Council raised rates about $5/month for 2013 due to continued economic difficulties for citizens.  The committee suggested raising the Water average monthly rate from $87.50 to $93.88.  In addition a 5% utility tax was discussed.  This $150,000 of revenue could provide for up to two police officers or one and a half police officers and a finance director.  Councilmember Hunt stated that he has concerns about a new tax and whether the money could be tracked to ensure where it is spent.  Councilmember Fritz asked if the council has the authority to impose this tax, and Mr. Bethune answered yes.  Councilmember Fritz stated everyone should agree with what the funds are to be used for before an additional tax is considered.   

Councilmember Drennen pointed out that we have been pushing projects back, and many are state mandated projects.  In 2013 the High Cedars force main is being addressed by rebuilding the infrastructure.  He suggested that Parametrix prepare a milestone chart of the capital projects necessary in the next 10 years. Our rates should keep pace with funding those projects.  

Councilmember Colorossi moved to eliminate any further consideration of a utility tax. Councilmember Hunt seconded and the motion carried.

8:44p.m. - Opened Public Hearing for the 2014 Utility Rate Change. 
 
Patricia Wade suggested a utility rate tax compromise at 2.5%.  Dave Weston stated that he felt that long term planning would be a legitimate reason to raise the water bill rate.

8:45p.m. - Closed Public Hearing.

Deputy Mayor Holland stated he would like to have a 2% or 3% tax increase targeted to fund public safety.

Councilmember Fritz expressed his disagreement with the tiered structure for water utility rates.

	
	



RECESS TO  EXECUTIVE SESSION
	
	
At 9:20p.m. Mayor Temple recessed to Executive Session to discuss union contract negotiations per RCW 42.30.140(4) for 10 minutes. She announced that no action would be taken in executive session or to follow.  The Executive Session was continued for an additional 10 minutes.

Mayor Temple reconvened the Council meeting at 9:40p.m.




ADJOURN:
	
	Councilmember Colorossi moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:40p.m. Councilmember Fritz seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  



ATTEST:


____________________________		            	______________________________
City Administrator Mark Bethune	                                             Mayor Cheryl M. Temple
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