Orting City Council Minutes – October 9, 2013
[bookmark: _GoBack]ORTING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

October 9, 2013

Mayor Cheryl Temple called the meeting to order with the flag salute at 7:00 pm in the Orting Public Safety Building.  Roll call found in attendance Deputy Mayor Stanley Holland, Councilmembers Scott Drennen, Rickord Fritz, Graham Hunt, Josh Penner, William Birkes and Guy S. Colorossi, and Ex-Officio Mahoney.  


ATTENDANCE: 
	
City Employees
		Mark Bethune, City Administrator
Gwen Robson, Executive Assistant
	Bill Drake, Police Chief





	
Professional Representatives
	
 Chris Bacha, Attorney - Kenyon Disend, attended via conference call
 JC Hungerford, Engineer - Parametrix 

	
Visitors (signed in)
	
 Shirley Sigafoos, Laura Fisher, Michelle Curry, Tod Gunther, Keith Kovalenko – DM Disposal



CONSENT AGENDA:
	

	
A. Minutes September 25, 2013  Council Meeting
B. Payroll and Claims Warrants
C. September Treasurer’s Report

Approval of Claims Warrants No. 40089 through No. 40145, in the amount of  $64,929.24 and Payroll Warrants No. 21454  through No. 21470 in the amount of $145,037.31.

A motion was made by Councilmember Colorossi to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion was seconded by Deputy Mayor Holland and carried unanimously.



COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:
	
	
Michelle Curry, Superintendent of Orting School District and Keith Kovalenko from DM Disposal spoke regarding the requested amendment to the solid waste franchise agreement.  Ms. Curry stated the amendment would result in a savings of $10,000 to the school district, allow for holiday shutdown and lower recycling fees for the school district.  She also stated that in her conversations with DM she understood that rates to other users would not rise to cover the difference.    Councilmember Drennen pointed out his concerns about others requesting adjustments.  Mr. Bethune stated that the agreement allows DM Disposal or the City to reopen the agreement at any time and this would be the first time the City has reopened the agreement.  City Administrator Bethune stated that the amendment was reviewed in Utility Committee and some changes were requested.  He will bring a new draft to Council on October 30th.  He pointed out that any change in price is determined based on an increase of expenses, not a decrease of revenues to DM Disposal.  Councilmember Drennen indicated that the Utility committee will be meeting again In October, and will address the issue at that time. 



COMMISSION REPORTS:
	
Planning Commission

	
Planning Commissioner Greg Hogan reported that the commission continues to work on the ADR signage code and pointed out there is an opening for Planning Commissioner.




COMMITTEE AND STANDING REPORTS:
	
Community  & Government Interests
	
Councilmember Fritz stated the committee will meet next Monday, and work will continue on the comprehensive plan update.  The PumpkinFest is this Saturday from 10am – 6pm.

	
Public Works
	
No Report.

	
Finance & Cemetery
	
Councilmember Colorossi provided a review of issues discussed in the Finance Committee meeting on October 7 and stated the committee is working toward a balanced budget.

	
Public Safety

Fire District 18
	
No Report.  

No Report.

	
Transportation
	
No Report. 



PRESENTATIONS:
	
Resolution No. 2013-8: Joining Pierce Conservation District
	
Councilmember Penner introduced Ryan Mello from the Pierce Conservation District (PCD), who provided a presentation about the Conservation District.  

Building Official Wolfe discussed the 10 year monitoring requirement of the Calistoga Levee Setback by federal government, anticipating a cost of $20,000 per year.  Mr. Wolfe stated the benefit of joining the PCD is being able to utilize the District for public outreach and education, NPDES actions, levee mitigation assistance and monitoring.

Councilmember Penner pointed out that funding for membership would require an increase in property taxes of $5 per parcel.  He would like to take this issue back to Utilities Committee. 

Councilmember Fritz posed several questions to Mr. Mello regarding noxious weeds, unincorporated Pierce County areas, concern with any financial or regulatory burden to citizens.

Councilmember Penner noted that Pierce County needs this done by end of October. Mr. Wolfe pointed out that individuals in the district can contact Pierce Conservation District and request that a consultant come out to advise them on their own personal properties.  Every citizen and business can access the consultants at the Pierce Conservation District.

Councilmember Penner moved to approve a resolution of the City of Orting, Washington, approving the City’s inclusion in Pierce Conservation District pursuant to state law; requesting that the Pierce County Council approve the Conservation District Resource Conservation fee or other authorized funding within the corporate boundaries of the City of Orting.  Councilmember Drennen seconded and the motion carried.







OLD BUSINESS:
	
Ex Officio Discussion



Update on Calistoga Setback Levee






















Resolution No. 2013-10:
Boatman Springs Surplus of Property
	
Deputy Mayor Holland stated that he feels it is beneficial to have an ex-officio present at council meetings.  After discussion the Council agreed to make no changes.

Building Official Ken Wolfe gave an update on the progress of the Calistoga Levee Setback.   In a unanimous vote for the remaining funds needed to construct the Calistoga Levee, the Pierce County Flood Control Zone District (PCFCZD) approved funding of $8.5M.  The PCFCZD Board of Supervisors stated that the City of Orting has set the bar high for others to follow in addressing flood control projects in their own communities. Mr. Wolfe also gave a permit update for the Levee Project and stated that he had phone contact with the Army Corps’ colonel on October 8 and the colonel gave his word that the permit will be processed quickly and he will provide an update by October 11th.  Mr. Wolfe went on to thank the many people and agencies that have made this project a reality: 1) the citizens of Orting - $2M in grant matches, property acquisitions, design and permitting; 2) the Nature Conservancy - $4.7M for construction; 3) the Salmon Recovery Funding Board - $2.4M for salmon habitat and removal of the existing levee; 4) the Department of Ecology - $1.3M for construction of the new storm water conveyance system along the landward side of the new levee; 5) Pierce County Flood Control Zone District - $8.5M for construction; 6) the State of Washington Public Works Trust Fund loan - $4M for construction and 7) the United States Department of Agriculture Rural Development loan (if needed) - $3M for construction.  

Mr. Bethune thanked the Council and Mayor for their commitment to this project.

Councilmember Drennen provided a brief introduction of the project and deferred to Engineer Hungerford and Attorney Bacha.  Mr. Bacha advised this is the first step in the process.  Before the property can be sold the Council must declare the property as surplus.  Mr. Hungerford stated that the reservoir is no longer of use to the water utility, as we do not have a water right for that property.  

Councilmember Drennen moved to approve a resolution of the City of Orting, Washington, declaring Boatman Springs Reservoir surplus property of the City and the City water utility.  Deputy Mayor Holland seconded and the motion carried.




NEW  BUSINESS:
	
Resolution No. 2013-9: Interfund Loan from General Fund to Transportation Benefit District Fund (TBD)





High Cedars Force Main and Pump Station Upgrades 
	
Mark Bethune, City Administrator advised that at this time there are not enough funds in the TBD to pay for the chip-seal.  The loan amount needed is $15,000.  The loan will be repaid by November, 2013.

Councilmember Hunt moved to approve a resolution of the City of Orting, Washington, providing for an interfund loan from the General Fund to the Transportation Benefit District Fund 109 to fund ongoing transportation improvement costs; providing for repayment; and providing for termination.  Councilmember Birkes seconded and the motion carried.

Councilmember Drennen and Engineer Hungerford provided an explanation of the upgrades needed.  Councilmember Drennen moved to approve Scope and Budget for High Cedars Force Main and Pump Station Upgrades. Council-member Penner seconded and the motion carried.



RECESS COUNCIL MEETING
	

	
Councilmember Fritz moved to recess the Council meeting until the conclusion of the Transportation Benefit District Board meeting.  Councilmember Birkes seconded and the motion carried.



TRANSPORTATION BENEFIT DISTRICT BOARD:
	
	
Graham Hunt, Chair called the meeting to order and called roll.  All members were present.  City Administrator Bethune provided an update on the Transportation Benefit District funds, stating the amount of a loan will be no more than $15,000, and will be repaid by November, 2013.  

Boardmember Colorossi moved that no salaries or benefits be paid out of this fund.  Motion was seconded by Boardmember Fritz and the motion carried

Boardmember Holland moved to adjourn the meeting of the Transportation Benefit District Board.  Boardmember Colorossi seconded and the motion carried.



RECONVENE COUNCIL MEETING:
	
	
Mayor Temple reconvened the meeting of the City Council.  She noted that the City Council budget workshop will be held on October 26th, from 8am-noon, at the Public Safety Building.



ADJOURN:
	
	Councilmember Fritz moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:06 pm. Councilmember Hunt seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  



ATTEST:


____________________________		            	______________________________
City Administrator Mark Bethune	                                             Mayor Cheryl M. Temple
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