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ORTING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

October 30, 2013

Mayor Cheryl Temple called the meeting to order with the flag salute at 7:00 pm in the Orting Public Safety Building.  Roll call found in attendance Deputy Mayor Stanley Holland, Councilmembers Scott Drennen, Rickord Fritz, Josh Penner and Guy S. Colorossi, and Fire Commissioner O’Harra. Deputy Mayor Holland moved to excuse Councilmembers Hunt and Birkes.  Councilmember Fritz seconded and the motion carried.

ATTENDANCE: 
	
City Employees
	
	Gwen Robson, Executive Assistant
Mark Bethune, City Administrator
Laura Hinds, Public Works
	Bill Drake, Police Chief
Ken Wolfe, Building Official
Freda Bingham, Finance




	
Professional Representatives
	
  Chris Bacha, Attorney - Kenyon Disend 
  JC Hungerford, Engineer - Parametrix 
  Dave Roberts, Engineer - Parametrix
  Zane Gibson, Fire Chief

	
Visitors (signed in)
	
  Joe Pestinger, Barbara Ford, Shirley Sigafoos, Kristina Rivera, Felicia Wilcox



CONSENT AGENDA:
	

	
A. Minutes of October 9, 2013 Council Meeting
B. Payroll and Claims Warrants

Approval of Claims Warrants No. 40146 through No. 40219, in the amount of  $205,138.13  and Payroll Warrants No. 21471  through No. 21481 in the amount of $105,818.87.

A motion was made by Councilmember Colorossi to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion was seconded by Deputy Mayor Holland and carried.



COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:
	
Tobacco Free Parks
Signs
	
Kristina Rivera, chair of the Parks Committee, spoke regarding tobacco-free parks.  She reported that she will be starting a petition drive and requested feedback on the sample sign she presented.  Councilmember Fritz expressed his original concern was that an outside source was bringing the issue.  Councilmember Drennen stated that the signs should be in the areas where children are playing.  Councilmember Penner was concerned that the signs might imply force of law, and suggested wording such as “we discourage smoking around children in our parks.”  



COMMITTEE AND STANDING REPORTS:
	
Community and Government Interests
	
  Councilmember Fritz reported that the November 11th committee meeting will  
  be postponed. He stated that the focus of the committee will be updating the  
  comprehensive plan, redesigning the plan to capitalize on the resources around  
  us.  Agri-tourism and recreational opportunities will be rolled into the plan.

	
Public Works
	
No Report.

	
Finance & Cemetery
	
Councilmember Colorossi complimented Mr. Bethune and staff for a successful budget workshop on October 26th.

	
Public Safety

· Assault of Citizen

· Vandalism


· Van Scoyoc Lights





· Library Wifi


· Power Source


· Video Camera



Fire District 18
	
Chief Drake reported on recent events in the community.  There was an alleged assault against a business owner. Two individuals associated with this event have been arrested. There may be reports on this incident in the media.  Recently there was vandalism in the parks and he believes the individuals have been identified.  Three juveniles were arrested yesterday for alcohol in the park. Mayor Temple wants to ensure that facts are presented to the public.  She hopes the News Tribune article will clear up any rumors.  

Councilmember Fritz expressed his concerns about sufficient lighting.  Councilmember Colorossi stated that there were plans to add lighting from Van Scoyoc St. to the Bridge St. in years past.  Mayor Temple asked the cost to finish the lighting project.  Mr. Bethune advised the cost would be about $60,000 for 3 lights.  A Scope and Budget was requested from the Public Safety Committee.

Mayor Temple reported that the library has been asked to disconnect their free Wi-Fi at night, since that is a draw.  

Councilmember Drennen advised there is power available to the gazebo, so it is ready for lighting.  

Councilmember Colorossi reported the Historical Society is having a camera installed on the bakery building for the carving, which will pick up a 180* area, including the gazebo.  Mr. Hungerford suggested LED lighting, to save energy and provide a brighter light.  He will research and provide estimates.

Chief Gibson reported the district is planning a public hearing on the budget in next week.

	
Transportation
	
Councilmember Drennen reported the committee is reviewing:
· Issues getting onto the road since Calistoga Street was repaved.
· 6 year Transportation Improvement Project (TIP)
· Kansas Street reclassification from arterial to urban collector.
· Required reflectivity of all traffic  signs 

	
Miscellaneous Activities
	
Councilmember Fritz reported that the Pierce County Regional Council met and discussed what makes a small town.  Population is not the best single indicator and they are looking at assessed valuation and general fund revenue.  There are policies regarding annexation and the county.


PRESENTATIONS:              
None   

OLD BUSINESS:
	
Ordinance No. 944 – Washington State Soldiers Home Sewer Contract
	
Councilmember Drennen moved to table the issue to the 11/13/13 council meeting.  Councilmember Penner seconded and the motion carried.  Mr. Hungerford reported that we are waiting on a response from the state. 




NEW BUSINESS:
	
Calistoga Setback Levee





Resolution No. 2013-11  Interlocal agreement with Pierce County Flood Control Zone District

Ordinance No. 947  Compensation of 
Elected Officials










Ordinance No. 948   Flood Management Maps





Resolution No. 2013-12  Marijuana on 
Agricultural Resource Land – First Read
	
Building Official Ken Wolfe reported the groundbreaking ceremony for the Calistoga Setback Levee is December 19th, 11:00am – 1:00pm, at Calistoga Park. 


A special council meeting will be held on December 18th to award the contract for construction of the setback levee.  

Mr. Wolfe provided a brief review of the Interlocal agreement.
Councilmember Fritz moved to approve Resolution No. 2013-11, a resolution of the City of Orting, Washington, authorizing the Mayor to execute an Interlocal Agreement with the Pierce County Flood Control Zone District establishing procedures for acceptance and use of opportunity funds allocated for qualifying city projects.  Councilmember Colorossi seconded and the motion carried.

Deputy Mayor Holland reported that the last time the Council has received a raise was approximately 2000-2003 and he felt the compensation should be increased to $200 per month.  Attorney Bacha stated an increase in compensation would be staggered, starting with the beginning of the next term and Councilmembers cannot vote themselves a raise for their current term.  Councilmember Fritz stated that, considering the budget status, he would not support an increase at this time.  Councilmember Penner felt all councilmembers should be present to take a vote on this issue.  Councilmember Colorossi stated he felt the compensation was adequate.  Councilmember Drennen pointed out that he takes time from work to attend meetings.  He stated that time off work and time away from family should be taken into consideration. Councilmember Fritz moved to table Ordinance No. 947 to the next council meeting.  Councilmember Penner seconded and the motion carried.

Councilmember Drennen deferred to Councilmember Penner.  Councilmember Penner explained the issue and the need to meet FEMA regulations.

Councilmember Penner moved to approve an ordinance of the City of Orting, Washington, relating to flood management; amending OMC 14-1-6(b) to add additional flood insurance rate maps;  providing for severability; and establishing an effective date. Councilmember Colorossi seconded and the motion carried.

Councilmember Fritz provided background: On Nov 5th the Pierce County Council will be deciding on options regarding recreational marijuana that include(s) the potential for allowing production/growing of marijuana on Agricultural Resource Land (ARL). The proposed resolution specifically states the City’s objection to utilizing ARL land for marijuana production and remains neutral on other political aspects. Other concerns include:  While there will be a limited number of seller licenses issued, there isn’t a limitation of the number of producers. Orting is surrounded by agricultural resource land. The only security requirement for growing marijuana will be an 8 foot sight-obscuring fence around the property.  These fenced growing operations will be a potential eye sore. There are concerns regarding increased crime, vandalism and teen use of marijuana that come with these growing operations.  There is no need to weigh in on retail outlets as all commercial zoned properties in the city fall within 1000 foot protected zones surrounding parks, schools, churches, and all youth oriented recreational facilities.

Councilmember Penner stated he disagrees with some statements in the resolution, there are no legal binding issues, and he suggested a vote be taken at this meeting.  





Councilmember Fritz moved to approve Resolution No. 2013-12.  Councilmember Drennen seconded, with ayes from Councilmembers Fritz, Drennen and Colorossi, with nays from Councilmembers Penner and Holland.



ADJOURN:
	
	Councilmember Drennen moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 pm.  Councilmember Penner seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  



ATTEST:


____________________________			______________________________
City Administrator Mark Bethune		                   Mayor Cheryl M. Temple
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