Orting City Council Minutes – January 8, 2014

ORTING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

January 8, 2014



Mayor Joachim Pestinger called the meeting to order with the flag salute at 7:00 pm in the Orting Public Safety Building.  Roll call found in attendance Deputy Mayor Sam Colorossi, Councilmembers Scott Drennen, Rickord Fritz, Graham Hunt, William Birkes and Barbara Ford, and Fire Commissioner O’Harra-Buttz.  Councilmember Hunt moved to excuse Councilmember Penner.  Councilmember Drennen seconded and the motion carried.

ATTENDANCE: 
	
City Employees
	              
	Mark Bethune, City Administrator
Gwen Robson, Executive Assistant
	Laura Hinds, Public Works





	
Professional Representatives
	
 Chris Bacha, Attorney - Kenyon Disend 
 JC Hungerford, Engineer - Parametrix 

	
Visitors (signed in)
	
 Troy West, Melody West, Shirley Sigafoos, Tracy Ford, Dave Harman, Jolene Hilt, Mike Critchfield, Patty Villa



TRIBUTE TO WAYNE HARMAN:
	

	
Deputy Mayor Colorossi delivered a tribute to former Mayor Wayne Harman, who passed away on January 2, 2014. Mayor Pestinger noted that there will be a memorial service on January 25th at the Soldier’s Home, 11am.  He asked for a nod of support from the Council to be a co-sponsor for this memorial.  It was agreed that the City will be a co-sponsor.


CONSENT AGENDA:
	

	
A. Minutes December 11, 2013 Council Meeting
B. Payroll and Claims Warrants
C. November Treasurer’s Report

Approval of Claims Warrants No. 40383 through No. 40460, in the amount of  $139,998.64 and Payroll Warrants No. 21528  through No. 21556 in the amount of $242,116.66.

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Colorossi to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Ford and carried unanimously.



COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:
	
	
Mike Critchfield expressed his concerns regarding a tax on cell phones, the $20 license fee on vehicles, and disconnection due to an unpaid water bill.  Mayor Pestinger responded. Councilmember Drennen explained stormwater fees.

Patty Villa welcomed the new mayor and councilmembers.  She thanked the council for their support of the farmers market. She hopes there will be support for the market in 2014.  Councilmember Hunt suggested that she attend the Transportation Committee meeting and thanked her for her efforts.

Councilmember Fritz stated the Community and Government Interests Committee will meet on January 27th and the farmers market will be a primary topic. Mayor Pestinger thanked Ms. Villa for her fine work.




COMMISSION REPORTS:
	
Fire District 18






Parks Commission

Planning Commission
	
Fire Commissioner Margaret O’Harra-Buttz congratulated Mayor Pestinger and presented him with a plaque in honor of his service on the Fire Commission from 2010 to 2013.
	
Chief Gibson presented new signage for the Fire Department and patches with a new logo.

No Report

Jolene Hilt reported that City Planner Roger Wagoner attended the last meeting and will with the City on updates to the comprehensive plan. Recommendations will be reported to the Council starting in January of 2015.   
The public is welcome to attend the meetings on the first Monday of each month, 7PM, at the Public Safety Building.

Councilmember Fritz asked if it would be possible to have Mr. Wagoner brief the Council periodically on the Comprehensive Plan updates and Mr. Bethune agreed. 



COMMITTEE AND STANDING REPORTS:
	
Community  & Government Interests
	
The next meeting will be held on January 27th.

	
Public Works
	
The next meeting will be held on January 13th.

	
Finance & Cemetery
	
Deputy Mayor Colorossi provided an overview of the budget status. He hopes to have full report for the February 26th council meeting.  

Mayor Pestinger recognized and congratulated the newly elected councilmembers.  He recommended that Councilmember Ford replace former Councilmember Holland on council committees.  Councilmember Fritz suggested reviewing the committee assignments sooner rather than later as several members are interested in different committees.

	
Public Safety







Fire District 18
	
Councilmember Ford reported the committee will be meeting on January 14th at 6:30pm, in the Public Safety Building. 

Chief Drake stated that due to the high number of vehicle thefts in 2013, he asks that the public secure vehicles, practice good security, and do not keep valuable items in vehicles.  He added that in some cases of vehicle theft, the vehicle was left running to “warm up” and was unsecured.  

Councilmember Ford reported that Chief Gibson will be at the Orting Senior Center on January 13th at 12:30 to give a presentation on emergency management and things he learned about lahar emergencies during his recent trip to Colombia. 

	
Transportation




Miscellaneous




Voter Drop Box
	  
No Report.




Councilmember Fritz announced that the PCRC (Pierce County Regional Council) meeting is next week and on January 17th, at 2pm, at DuPont City Hall, Councilmember Hunt will be interviewed to fill our second legislative district vacancy. The public is invited to attend.

Deputy Mayor Colorossi apprised the Council due to his efforts, Pierce County is now interested in locating a voter lock box in Orting. Several possible locations were discussed and it was decided to place a box in front of the Public Safety Building in the planting strip between the parking lot and the street.  The plan is to have them installed by June of 2014.



PRESENTATIONS:
	
	None




OLD BUSINESS:
	
Flood Control District Funding 

	
Building Official Ken Wolfe provided an update and discussed the contents of the interlocal agreement (draft) with Pierce County Flood Control Zone District.  He reviewed the status of the agreement and the obligations of the City.




NEW  BUSINESS:
	
Union Contract for Public Works and Administration




 
	
City Administrator Mark Bethune provided an update on negotiations with the Public Works and Administration Union.  Mayor Pestinger thanked him and staff for their hard work.

Councilmember Drennen moved to approve the Union Contract with Public Works and Administration staff. Councilmember Birkes seconded and the motion carried.



RECESS COUNCIL MEETING

	

	Councilmember Hunt moved to recess the Council meeting until the conclusion of the Transportation Benefit District Board meeting. Councilmember Fritz seconded and the motion carried.



TRANSPORTATION BENEFIT DISTRICT BOARD

	

	Graham Hunt, Chair called the meeting to order, and called roll. All members were present with the exception of Boardmember Penner. Boardmember Fritz moved to excuse Boardmember Penner.  Boardmember Birkes seconded and the motion carried. Chairman Hunt suggested meeting in March for a presentation and to discuss what was accomplished, what could be done better and expectations for moving forward.  Boardmember Drennen moved to hold the next meeting of the TBDB to March. Boardmember Birkes seconded and the motion carried.

Boardmember Fritz moved to adjourn the meeting of the Transportation Benefit District Board.  Boardmember Ford seconded and the motion carried.





RECONVENE COUNCIL MEETING

	

	Mayor Pestinger reconvened the Council meeting at 7:59pm.

Councilmember Ford requested that any City Councilmember abstentions be noted in the record.



RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION
	

	
Mayor Pestinger recessed the Council meeting to Executive Session to discuss Police Union contract negotiations at 8:02pm, for 10 minutes. At 8:12pm the Executive Session was extended for five minutes.

Mayor Pestinger reconvened the Council meeting at 8:17pm.



ADJOURN:
	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilmember Hunt moved to adjourn.  Deputy Mayor Colorossi seconded and the motion carried.



ATTEST:



____________________________		            	______________________________
City Administrator Mark Bethune	                                             Mayor Joachim Pestinger
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