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COUNCILMEMBERS 
Position No. 
1. Tod Gunther 
2. Barbara Ford, Deputy Mayor 
3. Michelle Gehring 
4. Dave Harman 
5. Nicola McDonald 
6. Josh Penner 
7. Scott Drennen 
 
 

 
 

Mayor Joachim 
Pestinger 

 

ORTING CITY COUNCIL  
Regular Business Meeting Minutes 

Orting Multi-Purpose Center 
202 Washington Ave. S,  

Orting, WA 
November 29,  2017 

7p.m. 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL,  
Mayor Pestinger called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. in the Multipurpose Center.  
Deputy Mayor Ford led the Pledge of Allegiance.    
Councilmembers Present: Councilmembers, Tod Gunther, Michelle Gehring, Josh 
Penner, Scott Drennen, Nicola McDonald and Dave Harman, and Deputy Mayor 
Barbara Ford. 
Staff Present: Mark Bethune, City Administrator, Jane Montgomery, City Clerk, Scott 
Larson, Treasurer, JC Hungerford, Engineer, Charlotte Archer, City Attorney. 
 

2. REQUEST FOR ADDITIONS OR MODIFICATIONS TO THE AGENDA. 
Chief Drake informed the City Council of a woman who was missing from the 
Washington Soldiers Home.  He asked the Council’s and the public’s support to find 
her.   
 

3. PRESENTATION- Georgia Lomax, Executive Director, Pierce County Library. 
Georgia Lomax gave a Power Point presentation of the strategic framework of the 
Pierce County Library System.  This information was gleaned from information they 
gathered from communities during the past year. A fact sheet was handed out.  

 Topics were: 
• Learning- They support growth and curiosity; 
• Community- They support and strengthen communities; 
• Core Services: 

Materials, Staff, Spaces, Business Processes, Technology, Partnerships, Classes & 
Events: 

 Next Steps: Continuing conversation about sparking success; how they can 
continue to work best with community partners; Funding needs; needed 
space. 

 
4. HEARINGS 

A. AB17-92- 2018 Budget Hearing- Second Reading of  Ordinance No 2017-
1016,  An Ordinance Of The City Of Orting, Washington Relating To The Annual 
Budget For Fiscal Year 2018; Adopting The City Of Orting 2018 Budget; 
Adopting The Job Classification And Pay Range For Employees.   
Mayor Pestinger opened the public hearing at 7:30pm.   
Treasurer Larson briefed on the proposed budget ordinance.  The draft budget 
included the requests discussed at the November 15, 2017, and November 27, 2017 
special council budget retreats. The Mayor asked for public comments. There were 
no public comments made.  Council asked that the vote on the ordinance be moved 
to old business so that Council had the opportunity to hear and vote on other items on 
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the agenda prior to the vote on the budget.  Mayor Pestinger closed the hearing at 
7:32pm. 

 
B. AB17-93- Closed Record Hearing-Final Plat Approval Majestic View Estates. 
Mayor Pestinger opened the hearing at 7:32pm and explained that this was a closed 
record hearing which did not include public comments.  The Planning Commission 
recommended passage to Council for Final PUD approval.  JC Hungerford then 
briefed the following: The applicant requested approval of the final development plan 
for phase 1, division II, of Majestic View Estates, pursuant to OMC 13-6-3 I.2 and 13-
6-3 N. Phase 1 consists of 25 single-family units, private streets named Oak Street 
SW, Cherry Lane SW, Maple Lane SW, Madrone Lane SW, and several storm water 
drainage easements.  City Staff recommended approval with the following conditions:  

1. The developer shall comply with all conditions of approval for PD0 1-98 for all    
      remaining-work within the development. 
2. The following items shall be completed prior to execution of the Bill of Sale: 

• City approves as-built documents. 
• Payments of all applicable fees and charges. 
• Developer shall post 2-year warranty bond for all future owned and maintained City    
  Utilities. 

 
Mayor Pestinger closed the hearing at 7:35pm 
 
Deputy Mayor Ford made a motion to approve the Planning Commission recommendation for 
Final PUD of Majestic View Estates Division II Phase I.   Second by Councilmember Gehring. 
Motion passed (7-0) 

 
C. AB17-94- Resolution No. 2017-18, a Resolution of the City Of Orting, 
Washington, Relating To General Facility Charges and Setting Charges for 
2018. 
Treasurer Larson briefed that by this resolution, the City Council will be setting the 
GFC charges for 2018.  The rate increase over the 2017 rate proposed is 1.4% and 
was calculated using the June 2016 to June 2017 Seattle Construction Cost Index as 
published by Engineering News-Record. Councilmember Harman stated he would 
recuse himself from the vote due to the upcoming sale of his property which would 
involve GFC’s. 

 
Councilmember Penner made a motion to Adopt Resolution No. 2017-18, Relating to General 
Facilities Charges and Setting Charges for 2018. Second by Councilmember Gehring.  Motion 
passed (6-0) 

 
5. AB17-95- Council Confirmation of Mayor’s Appointment to the Planning 

Commission. 
Mayor Pestinger briefed on his choice of Scott Bowman as Planning Commissioner.  
Mr. Bowman was present and gave a summary of his qualifications and interest in 
serving as Commissioner.   
 
Councilmember Drennen made a motion to confirm the Appointment by the Mayor of Scott 
Bowman to the Planning Commission. Second by Deputy Mayor Ford.  Motion passed (7-0) 

 
Councilmember Drennen briefed that all of the grant requests had been presented to 
the Community and Government Affairs Committee (CGA), following the process 
outlined in the City’s Grant policy.  All grants come with the recommendation of the 
CGA. 
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6. AB17-96-Grant Requests. 
1. Tacoma Recovery Café 
The request was for $7,500. 
Councilmember McDonald made a motion to Approve Resolution No. 2017-19, A Resolution of 
the City of Orting, Washington, Declaring a Public Purpose and Authorizing City Grant Funds 
to Tacoma Recovery Café in the Amount Of $7,500.  Second by Councilmember Gehring.  Motion 
passed (7-0). 
 
2. Senior Center 
The request was for $13,000. 
Councilmember McDonald made a motion to Approve Resolution No. 2017-20, A Resolution of 
the City of Orting, Washington, Declaring a Public Purpose and Authorizing a City Grant for 
Orting Senior Center Organization in the Amount Of $ 13,000. Second by Deputy Mayor Ford.  
Motion passed (7-0) 

 
3. Farmers Market 

      The request was for $3,000. 
Councilmember McDonald made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2017-21, A Resolution of 
the City of Orting, Washington, Declaring a Public Purpose and Authorizing City Grant of Funds 
to the Orting Valley Farmer’s Market in the Amount Of $ 3,000. Second by Councilmember 
Drennen. Motion passed (7-0) 
 
4. Orting Historical Society 
The request was for $500.00 
Councilmember Drennen made a motion to Approve Resolution No. 2017-22, A Resolution of 
the City of Orting, Washington, Declaring a Public Purpose and Authorizing a City Grant to 
Orting Historical Society in the Amount Of $500.00. Second by Councilmember McDonald.  
Motion passed (7-0). 
 
5. Food Bank 
The request was for $3,000. 
Councilmember McDonald made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2017-23, A Resolution Of 
The City Of Orting, Washington, Declaring A Public Purpose And Authorizing A City Grant To 
Orting Food Bank In The Amount Of $3,000. Second by Councilmember Gunther. Motion passed 
(7-0). 

 
6. Opportunity Center, DBA The Haven 
The request was for $25,000.   
Councilmember Drennen made a motion to Approve Resolution No. 2017-24, A Resolution of 
the City of Orting, Washington, Declaring a Public Purpose and Authorizing a City Grant of 
Funds for Opportunity Center of Orting In The Amount Of $7,500.  Second by Deputy Mayor 
Ford.  Motion passed (7-0) 
 
7. Chamber of Commerce/Orting Community Float 
The request was for $1,000. 
Councilmember Drennen made a motion to Approve Resolution No. 2017-25, A Resolution of 
the City of Orting, Washington, Declaring a Public Purpose and Authorizing a City Grant of 
Funds for Orting Chamber Of Commerce in the Amount Of $1,000. Second by Deputy Mayor 
Ford.  Motion passed (7-0).  
 
Prior to dispersal of funds the Chamber must provide their budget and insurance 
information to the City.   
 

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS- (Items not on the agenda) 
No Comments. 

8. CONSENT AGENDA 
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• Minutes of November 1, 2017 
• Minutes of  November 8, 2017 
• Minutes of November 15, 2017 
• Payroll and Claims Warrants 

 
Deputy Mayor Ford made a motion to approve Consent Agenda as prepared. Second by 
Councilmember Harman.  Motion passed (7-0) 
 

9. COMMITTEE AND COUNCIL STANDING REPORTS 
Transportation 
 No Report. 

 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Pestinger asked the Council if they wanted him to sign a proposed letter he    
received stating that the City would support that Congress vote for sales tax to stay in 
place in the Federal budget.  Council declined to have the Mayor send a letter to 
Congress.   
 
The Mayor will attend Puget Sound Regional Council next week.  He will also attend 
the Pierce Council Regional Council meeting, where they will discuss who will 
represent Pierce County Cities in 2018, a position he currently holds.   

 
Miscellaneous Activity/Community Reports. 
Susan Rigley briefed on upcoming events at the Orting Library. 

 
10. OLD BUSINESS 

A. AB17-97 – 2018 Property Tax Levy.  
Treasurer Larson briefed on the proposed resolution that will raise the property tax 
cap by $281,659.69 to $1,276,019.05.  Council was provided two options: 

1. Maintain property tax at the current rate of $1.60 per $1,000 of assessed value. 
The real increase in revenue to the City will end up being $138,895.28, or an 
increase of 14.7% over the 2017 tax year collection amount.  

2. Increase the property tax rate to approximately $1.92 per $1,000 of assessed 
value. The increase in revenue to the city will be the above stated $281,659.69 
for a total collection of $1,276,019.05. 

 
The increase in property taxes is driven by $32.14 million in new construction and 
improvements during 2017 as well as an increase in assessed value of 9.3% over the 
2016 assessment. The 2017 assessed value for the City is $676 million. 

 
Discussion followed regarding the 2 options.   
 
Councilmember Penner made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2017-14 And Allowing for An 
Increase in Property Taxes in the Amount Of $ 138,895.28, or $1.60 per $1000 of assessed value.  
Second by Councilmember Gunther.  Motion passed (7-0). 
 
B. AB17-92- 2018 Budget Hearing- Second Reading of  Ordinance No 2017-
1016,  An Ordinance Of The City Of Orting, Washington Relating To The Annual 
Budget For Fiscal Year 2018; Adopting The City Of Orting 2018 Budget; 
Adopting The Job Classification And Pay Range For Employees.   
 
Council by consensus asked to move the vote on the budget to the next meeting on 
December 13th.   
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Councilmember McDonald made a motion to cancel the regular meeting on December 2th.  
Second by Deputy Mayor Ford.  Motion passed (7-0). 
 

C. AB17-98- Second Reading and Adoption of Ordinance No. 2017-1017, An 
Ordinance Of The City Of Orting, Washington, Amending Orting Municipal Code 
Title 9, Chapter 1b, Section 7 Pertaining To Deposits; Title 9, Chapter 1d, 
Sections 1,2, And 3 Pertaining To Billing, Water Disconnection, And Water 
Rates; Adding Orting Municipal Code Title 9, Chapter 1d, Sections 3b, 5, And 6 
Pertaining To Water Rates For Customers Outside City Limits, Payment Of Bills 
And Application Of Payment, And Protest To Rates. 
 
Treasurer Larson briefed that the proposed ordinance recommended by the Public 
Works Committee would update the utility code to:  

• Remove the $150 deposit the city charges new customers and renters.  
• Change the time that utility bills are due from 5 pm on the 25th to 8 am on the 26th.  
• Add a 10% surcharge to out of town water customers starting in 2018.  
• Codify how partial payments are applied to outstanding balances on customers’ accounts. 
• Add a section that provides a formal mechanism for customers to protest rates and charges   
     that they think are erroneous. 

 
Councilmember Penner made a motion to Adopt Ordinance No. 2017-1017, Regarding Utility 
Regulations and Rates. Second by Councilmember Harman.  Motion passed (7-0).  

 
D. AB17-99- Second Reading and Adoption of Resolution 2017-17, A 
Resolution Of The City Of Orting, Washington, Setting The Fees As Described 
By 9-1d-1b, 9-1d-2c, And 9-1d-3b of The Orting Municipal Code Utility Code. 
 
Treasurer Larson briefed that the Public Works Committee reviewed the late penalty 
as part of a more comprehensive review of our utility billing procedures. The 
Committee found that the current $20 late penalty does not provide the additional 
incentive required to change customer’s behavior and provide an incentive to pay on 
time. They also determined that relying so heavily on penalties is not a sustainable 
way to fund the utilities, and would prefer rates to reflect more of the true cost of 
service. The new recommended late penalty is $10. The reduction in penalties is 
expected to be offset with an additional 2% increase in utility rates for 2018. 
Discussion ensued regarding incentives to pay on time and costs being paid by rates 
rather than penalties.   

  
Councilmember Penner made a motion to Approve Resolution No. 2017-17, Regarding Utility 
Penalties Second by Councilmember Gunther Second.  A roll call vote was taken.   
CM Gunther -Yes, DM Ford- No, CM Gehring- No, CM Harman- Yes, CM McDonald- No, CM 
Penner- Yes, CM Drennen- Yes.  Motion passed (4-3).   
 
 

11. NEW BUSINESS 
A. AB17-100 178th Avenue East Waterline Survey 
JC Hungerford briefed that there currently 8 spaghetti line service crossings under SR 
162 that serve homes along 178th Ave E.  The City desires to determine if these 
services lie within or outside of the Pierce County Right-of-Way and determine 
ownership.  
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Councilmember Penner made a Motion: To Approve the Scope and Budget for Professional 
Services from Parametrix in the Amount Of $12,950 for the 178th Avenue East Survey. Second 
by Councilmember McDonald.  Motion passed (7-0) 
 
B. AB17-101- Setting Compensation for Orting Municipal Court Judge 
City Attorney Charlotte Archer briefed that the proposed ordinance would accomplish 
two things: (1) Pursuant to RCW 3.50.080, the City is required to set the compensation 
of the City’s Municipal Court Judge by Ordinance.  This Ordinance would set the 
compensation amount for the City’s Municipal Court Judge at $23,500 annually 
beginning on January 1, 2018, with an annual increase commiserate with a cost of 
living increase set by the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical 
Works (CPI-W).  The current annual rate of pay for the existing Municipal Court Judge 
(for the period of January 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017) is $23,000. (2) This 
Ordinance would codify procedures for the appointment, tenure, qualifications and 
compensation of the Municipal Court Judge.   

 
Councilmember McDonald made a Motion to Adopt Ordinance No. 2017-1018, Setting Annual 
Compensation for the Orting Municipal Court Judge Pursuant To RCW 3.50.080, And Amending 
Title 1, Chapter 10, Section 2 of the Orting Municipal Code, and Pertaining to the Municipal Court 
Judge. Second by Deputy Mayor Ford.  Motion passed (7-0).  
 

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None. 

 
13.  ADJOURNMENT 

 
 Deputy Mayor Ford made a motion to adjourn.  Second by Councilmember McDonald. Motion 
passed (7-0). 

 
Mayor Pestinger adjourned the meeting at 9:20pm. 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 

 
 
_____________________________                                                                                            
Jane Montgomery, City Clerk, CMC                   Joachim Pestinger, Mayor     
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City Of Orting  
Council Agenda Summary Sheet 

 

AB17-111 
SUBJECT: Traffic Calming Policy and 
Procedure. No. 2017-07 

Agenda Item #: AB17-111  
For Agenda of: 12/13/17 
Department:  Transportation  
Date Submitted: 12/06/17 

 
Orting Staff & Professional Representatives  

Mayor, Joachim Pestinger  Cost of Item:   $0   
City Administrator, Mark Bethune  Amount Budgeted:   $0   
City Attorney, Charlotte Archer  Unexpended Balance:   $0   
City Clerk, Jane Montgomery  Timeline:  
City Treasurer, Scott Larson  
Police Chief, Bill Drake  BARS: 
Public Works, Dean Kaelin  Fiscal Note:  
Recreation and Parks, Beckie Meek  
Municipal Court, Kaaren Woods  
Parametrix, JC Hungerford  
BHC Consultants, Roger Wagoner  
Agenda Placement:  ☐Mayor        ☐Councilmember      ☒Committee Chair        ☒City Administrator 
Councilmember McDonald 
Attachments: Traffic Calming Policy and Procedure 
SUMMARY STATEMENT:  
The CGA committee has been reviewing the policy and procedure to determine best methods for traffic 
calming and how citizens can petition the city for additional traffic calming in their neighborhoods.  
The attached documents lays out an amended approach and process to traffic calming requests.  
Financial responsibility will reside with the City Council.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: Transportation Committee  

RECOMMENDED ACTION:   MOTION: To adopt Traffic Calming Policy No. 
2017-07 
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