Orting City Council Minutes – February 8, 2012
ORTING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

February 8, 2012

Mayor Cheryl Temple called the meeting to order with the flag salute at 7:00 pm in the Orting Public Safety Building.  Roll call found in attendance Deputy Mayor Graham Hunt, Councilmembers Stanley Holland, Ava Krogh, Scott Drennen, Rickord Fritz, Josh Penner and Guy S. Colorossi and Fire Commissioner Margaret O’Harra. 

ATTENDANCE:    
	
City Employees
	
	Mark Bethune, City Administrator
Gwen Robson, Executive Assistant
Bill Drake, Police Chief
	Beckie Meek, Director Of Parks and Rec
Ken Wolfe, Building Official 





	
Professional Representatives
	
Chris Bacha, Attorney - Kenyon Disend 
JC Hungerford, Engineer - Parametrix 
Paul Webb, Fire Chief

	
Visitors (signed in)
	
Shirley Frasl Sigafoos, Howie Robson, Rhonda Madison, Connie Johnson, Judy Golden, Shelley Ramey, Anna Olson, Nancy McGraith and additional Curves members.



CONSENT AGENDA:
	

	
A. Minutes of January 11, 2012
B. Minutes of January 27, 2012
C. Minutes of January 25, 2012
D. Payroll and Claims Warrants
E. January Treasurer’s Report

Approval of Claims Warrants No. 18113 through No. 18176, in the amount of  $451,760.75 and Payroll Warrants No. 20834 through No. 20856 in the amount of $139,522.40

A motion was made by Councilmember Colorossi to approve the Consent Agenda as prepared.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Drennen and carried unanimously.  



COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:
	

	
Shelley Ramey (potential business owner) addressed the Council regarding the local “Curves” business.  She discussed her concerns regarding availability of reasonably priced business rental space.

Anna Olson (current owner of Curves) reported her concerns, and added that they are on a two day time limit to move the equipment to a suitable location.

Mayor Temple encouraged both to continue to pursue options within the City and Councilmember Hunt issued an invitation to everyone to attend meetings of the Economic (Community) Development Committee.

Rhonda Madison thanked Mr. Wolfe and the City for the quick response to her complaint of an abandoned home and expressed concerns about the new City website, including the appearance of the home page and issues with other pages.  She offered her assistance to rebuild the website.

Connie Johnson reported that she has a list of ideas for revenue, which she will share with the Council.



NEW BUSINESS:
	
Confirmation of Civil Service Commissioner
	
A motion was made by Councilmember Hunt to confirm Howie Robson to serve as a Civil Service Commissioner.   Councilmember Penner seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

	
Council Retreat
	
It was decided that the Council will hold its annual retreat on March 17, 2012 from 8:00 am until 12:00 noon.  The location is to be determined.

	
Pierce Council Regional Council Representative
	
Councilmember Krogh motioned to appoint Councilmember Fritz as Representative to the Pierce County Regional Council.  Councilmember Holland seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously. 

	
Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation
	
Councilmember Drennen moved to approve the Whitesell Street NE and Deeded Lane SW Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Project Change Order in the amount of $42,080.50.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Holland and carried unanimously.

	
Calistoga Setback Levee
	
Councilmember Penner moved to approve Parametrix to provide 3-D renderings for the Calistoga Setback Levee with funds to be taken from Engineering – Grant Writing line item.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Drennen and carried unanimously.



STANDING AND COMMITTEE REPORTS:
	
River Management
	
Ken Wolfe, Building Official, reported that he met with the Army Corp of Engineers and various regulatory agencies regarding permitting of the Calistoga Levee Setback project.  The group spent three and a half hours reviewing the project, and received direction on how to get complete approval for permitting.  A budget addressing the new requirements and an update will be presented to the Council at the next meeting.

	
Schools and Community Interests
	
Councilmember Fritz advised that the committee will hold its meetings on the first Tuesdays of each month, at 7:00 pm, at the MultiPurpose Center, starting on 3/6/12.  The purpose of the committee is to bring together community members and organizations, giving them a forum to synchronize their efforts and advertise events through a consolidated calendar.  It will also serve as a City Council connection to the school district and Parks Commission. Councilmember Fritz reported that the Parks Commission is considering options for the tree stumps in the downtown park.

	
Utilities and Technology
	
Councilmember Drennen reported in the February 1st meeting the following topics were discussed.   
· Standard Operating Procedures for Water Facilities.  We need to maximize water flow, and staff will need additional training.  A Scope and Budget will be provided at the next Council meeting.
· Comprehensive Plans for the Sewer, Water and Storm Utilities are being updated and a Scope and Budget will be provided at the next Council meeting.

	
Finance
	
Councilmember Colorossi reported that the Finance Committee meetings will now be held on the first Thursdays of each month, at 1:00 pm, at City Hall.  At the end of January expenses and revenues would be expected to be about 8.3% of budget.  Actual expenses are running at about 8% and revenues at 10%.

	
Community Development
	
Councilmember Krogh attended the 2012 Washington State Farmers’ Market Association Conference and received many resources.  There will be no Saturday Market for 2012.  2012 will be a year of planning for 2013.

	
Governmental Affairs

	
Councilmember Penner reported that he and Councilmember Fritz met today, Feb 8th, to transition committee responsibilities and discuss the committee’s role of representing city interests to various governmental organizations. There will be a change of time and day for future meetings.


	
Public Safety
	
Councilmember Holland announced the meetings will be held on the second Tuesdays of each month at 6:30pm, in the Public Safety Building.

Chief Drake reported that he attended Law Enforcement Day in Olympia on February 7, 2012.  A topic of interest was the marijuana dispensaries and our moratorium will be brought before the Council at the next meeting.  The Police activity log will be placed on the website tomorrow.  Chief Drake advised that the department is down four officers at this time, and that the department will be posting the opening of the new officer position.  Chief Drake will initially be looking for a lateral hire.  Vehicle life is tracked by the Chief, and he does not anticipate the need for new vehicles prior to 2014.  Our vehicles are maintained well and funds are being set aside for the purchase of vehicles when needed.

	
Fire District 18
	
Chief Webb provided a brief review of the audit.  The Department now has a part time volunteer in the office.

	
Transportation
	
No Report.

	
Pierce County Regional Council
	
Councilmember Krogh stated that the primary focus at the last meeting was prioritization of transportation projects.  Orting still has three projects on the list.



TRANSPORTATION BENEFIT DISTRICT BOARD:
	
	
Councilmember Holland moved to recess the Council meeting and reconvene after the Transportation Benefit District Board meeting.  Councilmember Fritz seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Councilmember Hunt called the meeting to order and announced roll call.  All members were present.

Mark Bethune, City Administrator reviewed the Transportation Benefit District fact sheet.  The Board discussed the possible tab fee amount and term, and how those funds would impact street repairs and maintenance.  Councilmember Holland recommended for the next meeting, to show the power point presentation again and make a recommendation.  The Board agreed to have a public hearing at the March 14, 2012 meeting.

Councilmember Fritz motioned to return to the regular meeting at 9:18pm.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Krogh and passed unanimously.

Councilmember Holland motioned to reconvene the Council meeting. Councilmember Hunt seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.



EXECUTIVE SESSION:
	
	Mayor Temple recessed the meeting to Executive Session to discuss potential litigation for fifteen minutes.


ADJOURN:
	
	Councilmember Hunt moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:40pm.  Councilmember Holland seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  



ATTEST:

____________________________			______________________________
City Administrator Mark Bethune		                       Mayor Cheryl M. Temple
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