Orting City Council Minutes – February 29, 2012
ORTING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

February 29, 2012


Mayor Cheryl Temple called the meeting to order with the flag salute at 7:00 pm in the Orting Public Safety Building.  Roll call found in attendance Deputy Mayor Graham Hunt, Councilmembers Stanley Holland, Scott Drennen, Rickord Fritz, Josh Penner and Guy S. Colorossi and Fire Commissioner Margaret O’Harra. Councilmember Fritz motioned to excuse Councilmember Krogh.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Hunt and carried unanimously.

ATTENDANCE:    
	
City Employees
	
	Mark Bethune, City Administrator
Gwen Robson, Executive Assistant
Bill Drake, Police Chief
	




	
Professional Representatives
	
Chris Bacha, Attorney - Kenyon Disend 
JC Hungerford, Engineer - Parametrix 
Paul Webb, Fire Chief
Dave Roberts, Engineer - Parametrix

	
Visitors (signed in)
	
Shirley Frasl Sigafoos, Ken Bradford, Larry Still, Glen Robnett, Heather Hogan, Shawn Hogan, Joe Pestinger, Janette Brydson, Kelly Brydson, Emily Staples, Barbara Bauml, Lynda Gebhard, Terry Howard, Andrea Melot, Michael Melot, Toni Froehling, Leda McQuade



CONSENT AGENDA:
	

	
A. Minutes of February 29, 2012
B. Payroll and Claims Warrants

Approval of Claims Warrants No. 18177 through No. 18254, in the amount of  $102,976.90 and Payroll Warrants No. 20857 through No. 20872 in the amount of $92,998.51.

A motion was made by Councilmember Colorossi to approve the Consent Agenda as prepared.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Penner and carried unanimously.  



COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:
	

	
Ken Bradford – President of the Kingsmen Car Club thanked the Council for the opportunity to speak, recapped the clubs contributions to the community, and requested a waiver of the park use fees for their coming event as had been done in the past.  Mayor Temple recapped the Council decision last Fall to establish a clear, reasonable fee structure and to restrict fee waivers.  She explained the need for reimbursement for services provided by the city and explained that, legally the charges must be consistent for all users of city facilities.  Several council members thanked the club for their contributions to the city and offered their personal support to offset the park use fees, but agreed waiving fees would set a bad precedence.  Councilmember Hunt motioned to deny the waiver request.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Fritz and carried unanimously.

Barbara Bauml with Bridge for Kids expressed her concerns about the Bridge for Kids Committee being rolled into another committee.  She feels it should be a separate committee but, if not, it should be part of the Public Safety Committee.  Council-member Holland suggested including it in the Public Safety Committee and the council agreed.

Graham Hunt discussed the March of Dimes and March for Babies fund raising events and provided brochures.





PRESENTATIONS:
	
Public Works Projects
	
 Presentation postponed until next meeting.



OLD BUSINESS:
	
Retreat Reminder
	
Mayor Temple reminded the Council that the Council Retreat will be held on Saturday, March 17, 2012 at the Orting Bakery from 8:00 am to noon.  Breakfast will be served. 

	
Water System SCADA
System Optimization
	
Councilmember Drennen reviewed the SCADA system requirements and described the immediate and future efficiency and system improvements optimization would bring.  Councilmember Colorossi pointed out a discrepancy in the dollar amount, which will be corrected.  Councilmember Drennen motioned to approve Scope and Budget for professional services.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Holland and carried unanimously.

	
Calistoga Street West
Grind and Overlay
	
Deputy Mayor Hunt motioned to approve Scope and Budget for professional services.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Holland and carried unanimously.

	
Resolution No. 2012-3
Wang Parcel
	
Attorney Bacha reviewed the Wang Parcel Purchase and Sale agreement.  He will add the phrase “in Orting” and correct Calistoga Avenue to Calistoga St W.  Councilmember Drennen motioned to approve a resolution of the city of Orting, Washington, authorizing the Mayor to execute a Purchase and Sale Agreement, with changes, for the purchase of the Wang parcel.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Holland and carried unanimously. 



PUBLIC HEARING:	        
	Medical Cannabis dispensaries and collective gardens – Moratorium

Public Testimony













Ordinance No. 927 - Medical Cannabis Collective Gardens Or Dispensaries Moratorium
	
The Public Hearing was called to order at 7:50 pm and opened for public testimony.



Toni Frohling urged the Council to reconsider and end the moratorium.

Emily Staples, a 7th grade student from Orting discussed her concerns regarding having the substance easily available and gave an account of her father’s substance abuse and resulting death.

Glen Robnett expressed his disapproval of the dispensaries and gardens and encouraged the Council to close the loopholes.

Joe Pestinger expressed his disapproval of selling or growing the marijuana in Orting.

Terri Howard, Orting School counselor, explained her disapproval of marijuana and her feelings that there would be increased abuse among students of allowed.

Councilmember Hunt moved to approve an ordinance of the City Council of the City of Orting, Washington, extending the moratorium authorized pursuant to Ordinance No. 910 on the establishment, location, operation, licensing, maintenance or continuation of medical cannabis collective gardens or dispensaries, and providing that the six (6) month moratorium extension will take effect immediately upon passage.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Holland.  



Councilmember Hunt explained his concern of lack of oversight on quality and control measures of medical cannabis under current State law in response to public testimony and emphasized his lack of comfort of the potential of collective gardens and dispensaries in Orting.  Councilmember Fritz urged the Public Safety Committee to develop an Ordinance making medical cannabis collective gardens and dispensaries illegal within the city limits of Orting so as not to have to extend the moratorium in the future.  Councilmembers Hunt and Holland stated they are working in that direction and emphasized the complexity in drafting clear legislation and the need to properly route the ordinance through the Planning Commission and then to the Council.  The motion passed unanimously.



NEW BUSINESS:
	
Wonderware System Training
	
JC Hungerford discussed training requirements for standard operating procedures and troubleshooting problems.  Councilmember Penner motioned to approve the Scope and Budget for professional services.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Holland.  Councilmember Fritz expressed budgetary concerns regarding using a whole years water and sewer training budget for this one training item.  Councilmember Colorossi stated his confidence in the Utility reserve funds ability to handle potential additional training requirements this year.  Councilmember Drennen stated this training would cover a significant portion of required training through the 1.5 Continued Education Units provided towards utility employee certification requirements.   The motion passed unanimously.

	
City Council Rules of Procedure
	
Councilmember Fritz pointed out issues with the rules as written.  Mayor Temple suggested changes be suggested and to discuss this issue further at the Council Retreat and Council agreed.



STANDING AND COMMITTEE REPORTS:
	
River Management
	
Councilmember Colorossi discussed an article from The News Tribune titled “Leaders want funds for Puyallup flood study.”

	
Schools and Community Interests
	
Councilmember Fritz reported that Councilmember Dan Roach from the Pierce County Council would like to hold a town hall meeting to discuss flood control issues.  He also advised that notifications will be sent indicating that the Schools and Community Interests Committee will meet on the 2nd Mondays at 7pm at the Public Safety Building.

Mayor Temple reported that she, City Administrator Bethune and Chief Drake attended the Law Enforcement Academy graduation ceremony for Officer James Schlotzhauer.

	
Utilities and Technology
	
No Report

	
Finance & Budget
	
Councilmember Colorossi reported that the Finance & Budget Committee will meet on March 1, 2012 at 4:00 pm.

	
Community Development
	
Councilmember Hunt discussed the business fair planned for June 9, 2012 at Orting Middle School.  The Commons area and approximately ten classrooms will be used.

	
Governmental Affairs

	
No Report 

	


Public Safety








Fire District 18
	


Councilmember Holland reported the need to move forward on hiring an additional officer by reviewing the list in March.  City Administrator Bethune suggested combining the Civil Service Commission with another Commission, possibly Planning or Parks. Because the Civil Service Commission meets so infrequently it has been difficult to maintain a full commission. If so, an amended ordinance will be required

Chief Drake reported that Lt. Jim Dowd will be released to return to duty in the next few days.

No report

	
Transportation
	
Deputy Mayor Hunt reported that meetings will now be held on the 3rd Mondays of the month at 6:30pm at City Hall.

	
Pierce County Regional Council
	
Councilmember Fritz reported that he had attended the general session and briefed the Council on the regional planning.  Councilmember Hunt is now on the Zoo Trek Board.

Mayor Temple reported that the state has proposed changed liquor profit sharing in the current budgets as submitted by the House and Senate and the public records bill has died.




EXECUTIVE SESSION:
	
	
Attorney Bacha advised that an Executive Session would not be required.

Mr. Bacha updated the Council on the Nationalorthern Wildlife Federaltion litigation.  A brief has been filed.  Mr. Bacha requested an additional $5,000 for fees resulting from this litigation.  Councilmember Holland motioned to approve the requested $5,000.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Drennen and carried unanimously.

Mr. Bacha also reported that the trial regarding Boatman Springs may be delayed.


	ADJOURN:
	
Councilmember Holland moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:40pm.  Councilmember Hunt seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  



ATTEST:

____________________________			______________________________
City Administrator Mark Bethune		                       Mayor Cheryl M. Temple
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