Orting City Council Minutes – November 9, 2011

ORTING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

November 9, 2011
Mayor Cheryl Temple called the meeting to order with the flag salute at 7:00 pm in the Orting Public Safety Building.  Roll call found in attendance Councilmembers Ava Krogh, Rickord Fritz, Guy S. Colorossi, and Ex-Officio Shawn Mahoney.  Councilmember Fritz motioned to excuse Councilmember Inge from the meeting. Deputy Mayor Drennen seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  Councilmembers Hunt and Holland arrived after roll call.
ATTENDANCE:    

	City Employees
	Mark Bethune, City Administrator

Gwen Robson, Executive Assistant
Bill Drake, Police Chief
Ken Wolfe, Building Official 
Jane Helgelien, Accounting Clerk I 
Kaaren Woods, Court Administrator

	Professional Representatives
	Chris Bacha, Attorney - Kenyon Disend 
JC Hungerford, Engineer - Parametrix 
Paul Webb, Fire Chief

	Visitors (signed in)
	Josh Penner, Barbara Ford, Shirley Frasl Sigafoos, John Oriott, Deb Taylor, Rick Neigel, Courtney Wendt, Hunter Jacobson, Benjamin Watson, Patricia DeLaney, Lisa Scannell


CONSENT AGENDA:

	
	A. Minutes of October 26, 2011

B. Approval of Claims Warrants No. 17766 through No. 17834, in the amount of  $106,540.11 and Payroll Warrants No. 20719 through No. 20732 in the amount of $137,838.05. Claims Warrants 17717 and 17765 voided.  Payroll warrants 20714-20718 voided.

A motion was made by Councilmember Colorossi to approve the Consent Agenda as prepared.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Krogh, and carried unanimously.


COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:

	Orting Senior Center

Events
	Ms. Ford, Director of the Orting Senior Center, provided details of upcoming events at the Center.  Thanksgiving Dinner will be served on November 17, 2011 and Christmas Dinner will be served on December 15, 2011.  The Senior Center offers painting classes, games, arts and crafts days, and movie days.  The Center continues to fundraise by offering license plate covers with the Orting logo – Small Town, Big View – for $15 and locally grown honey for $6 a jar. A Christmas Bazaar will be held on December 2nd and 3rd, 9am-4pm.

	Orting Community Network

Community Help for the Holidays


	Mrs. Jeannie Pestinger, Facilitator, reported that the Orting Community Network (OCN) is working with the Orting Food Bank and Orting School District to provide for the needy this holiday season.  The OCN is expecting 250 people to sign up for holiday meals.  Ms. Pestinger asked for the support of the Council and community, and expressed appreciation for the support and generosity given.  For additional information, contact Jeannie Pestinger at 360.893.6617 or jpestinger@earthlink.net.  The Orting Food Bank number is 893.3150.

	Orting Chamber of Commerce
Home for the Holidays


	Ms. DeLaney, President of the Orting Chamber of Commerce, advised that the Chamber is also supporting the Senior Center.  On December 3, 2011 the Chamber will co-sponsor “Home for the Holidays.”  There will be a choir concert at 4 pm, followed by the Christmas Tree lighting ceremony at 5 pm.  She extended an invitation to a Chamber meeting on December 14, 2011 with Calvin Goings as featured speaker.  Ms. DeLaney thanked the Council for supporting the Chamber.

	Auction for Angels
	Mr. Watson, President of the Clover Park Aviation Club advised that the Club will be sponsoring a fundraising event to benefit Angel Flight West.  The event will be held on December 9, 2011 from 7:00 – 9:00 pm in the hangar at the South Hill Campus of Clover Park, 17214 110th Ave E, Puyallup, WA.  There will be a Silent Auction as well as viewing of aircraft.  Mr. Watson extended an invitation to the event and advised that donations can be made directly at www.facebook.com/AuctionForAngels.

	Boy Scouts
	Members of a local Boy Scout Troop attended the meeting to listen and learn about how local government works.  The Troop is working toward a Communications Badge.


PRESENTATION:

	2012 Budget Revenue Sources
	Mark Bethune, City Administrator presented an overview of 2012 Budget Revenue Sources.




PUBLIC HEARING:

	2012 Budget Revenue Sources
	Mayor Temple opened the public hearing on 2012 Budget Revenue Sources at 7:25 pm.

Ms. Ford approached the Council about Initiative 1183.  She shared her concern that the City will lose funds if the bill passes.  Mr. Bethune responded, indicating that the net result is unknown at this time.
There being no further comments, Mayor Temple closed the hearing at 7:30 pm.

	Ordinance No. 917
Utility Tax
	Deputy Mayor Drennen moved to adopt Ordinance No. 917, an Ordinance of the City of Orting, Washington, relating to fire suppression services; establishing a fire suppression service classification and rate; establishing a utility tax upon water utilities to fund fire suppression services; amending chapter 3-1 of the Orting Municipal Code; amending Chapter 9-1D of the Orting Municipal Code; providing for severability; and establishing an effective date. Councilmember Holland seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

	Ordinance No. 918
Utility Rates
	Deputy Mayor Drennen discussed the extensive study of the utility rate structure.  Changes are based on our goals and compliance with State requirements. Councilmember Fritz acknowledged the amount of planning involved in this process and discussed concerns about the rate structure.  He would like to see a more balanced approach to the rate structure..  Deputy Mayor Drennen stressed that conservation is the core of preserving our water, a limited resource.    Councilmember Colorossi commented that the Committee has worked for two years on this plan, with guidance by the State.  He and Deputy Mayor Drennen suggested that we move forward, and make amendments to the ordinance as necessary. Mr. Hungerford pointed out that the wells are not limitless.  We have a new well, but no additional water rights.  This is a major consideration in setting the rates.  Councilmember Krogh cited page 5 regarding a Senior Citizen rate.  (The application for the senior citizen rate shall be done annually during the month of January.)  She asked if that is an already established process.  Mr. Bethune advised that Pierce County requires such information for property taxes and we use that information to determine if applicants meet the requirements for a discount.  On the table of rates (page 6) Councilmember Krogh questioned the definition of “snowbird” and suggested that the designation of “snowbird” be clearly defined.  Councilmember Fritz suggested that all three categories qualifying for discounts be specifically defined.    

Mr. Penner asked the Council to clarify what is a high end user.  Deputy Mayor Drennen advised that the School District is an example of a high end user, though they have made great strides towards conservation.  Mr. Penner also discussed his concerns about conserving just for the sake of conservation, and whether it is necessary.  Deputy Mayor Drennen stated that we have a limited resource and need to plan for the future.  Conservation is required by the state and is a good practice.    Councilmember Hunt suggested several water-saving ideas to reduce usage.

Ms. Ford thanked the Council on behalf of the Orting Senior Center, for offering the Senior Citizen discount and advised that on November 30, 2011 there will be an educational speaker at the Senior Center to discuss county programs and how to apply.

Deputy Mayor Drennen suggested updating the ordinance and returning to Council on November 30, 2011.


OLD BUSINESS:

	Ordinance No. 915A
Solid Waste Disposal
	Councilmember Colorossi reminded the Council that at the last meeting he had asked for any questions to be presented in writing, and the attorney has addressed those questions.  He discussed issues relating to service requirements.  Councilmember Fritz questioned late fees vs. non-service penalties.  Attorney Bacha explained the fees and penalties and advised that timely payment is different than non-payment.  Councilmember Fritz asked if a business owner could have only commercial service, and use this for personal use as well.  Attorney Bacha advised that will not be allowed.   

	Ordinance No. 916

Property Condemnation
	Deputy Mayor Drennen advised that this Ordinance would allow the City to move forward with possible condemnation, while still attempting to negotiate for purchase.  Deputy Mayor moved to adopt Ordinance No. 916, an Ordinance of the City  of Orting, Washington, authorizing and providing for the acquisition of land for purposes of constructing the Calistoga Street Setback Levee project; providing for condemnation, appropriation, taking and damaging of land and property rights necessary therefore; providing for the cost thereof; directing the initiation of appropriate proceedings in the manner provided by law for said condemnation; providing for severability; and establishing an effective date.  Councilmember Colorossi seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


NEW BUSINESS:

	Medical Insurance Rebate to Staff
	Mark Bethune, City Administrator briefed the Council on the recommendation to give a 50% rebate to employees if spouse or family coverage is waived because it is dual coverage, which may not be desired.  The potential savings is $107,000 for 2012.  This would require a change to our Policy and Procedure.  A waiver would be signed by employee indicating that the employee has completed a financial analysis and has determined the rebate provides a net benefit.  It is mandatory that the spouse and children have other medical insurance, and the name of insurer and policy number would be provided..  Councilmember Fritz asked if a spouse/children lost insurance would they be eligible for enrollment at that time.  The policy would allow spouse/children to be signed up immediately upon loss of other insurance coverage.  Councilman Colorossi questioned how this would show on paychecks.  Mr. Bethune indicated there would be a separate line item on paychecks. The amount will be taxed, but not lumped in with income.   This would not be a violation of any union contracts. Councilmember Krogh supports the recommendation, with some changes of wording.  Mr. Bethune will make changes and bring back to Council on November 30, 2011.

	Police Officer Hire
	Councilmember Holland addressed options for hiring a new officer and reducing overtime.  The suggestion of the Board is to hire a new officer in 2012.  It would take approximately six months to a year for a new hire to begin.  Annual overtime is now approximately $115,000 to $120,000.  Approximate savings in overtime would be $10,000/year.  Annual cost for an officer is approximately $60,000-$70,000.  Mayor Temple asked about funding and justification for a new officer.  The Mayor also asked if there was a formula in the state for the number of officers necessary.  Chief Drake advised that the formula suggests 1.65 per capita; we have less than the desired level.  Councilmember Hunt suggests starting the process, and Councilmember Krogh agreed.  Mayor Temple voiced her support, but cautioned that the position/hire should be financially sustainable. Councilmember Holland moved to approve starting the process to hire a new officer.   Motion was seconded by Councilmember Hunt and carried unanimously.

	Pierce Transit

Election of Council Representative 
	Mayor Temple reported that Pierce Transit is considering de-annexation of several un-served communities in East Pierce County from Pierce Transit District.  This could bring an expected sales tax reduction of approximately $250,000 to consumers who shop in Orting.  The Council is requested to nominate a representative to this committee.  Councilmember Hunt moved to Elect Councilmember Holland as the Representative to the Pierce Transit Public Transportation Improvement Conference.  Motion seconded by Deputy Mayor Drennen and carried unanimously.

	Well 1 SCADA System Access
	Mr. Hungerford reported that the screen for the SCADA system is no longer functioning.  He suggested a desktop computer as the less expensive option to provide remote access to the wastewater treatment plant through an installed DSL connection.  The City would purchase the computer and Parametrix would assist with programming the computer and training employees.  Deputy Mayor Drennen motioned to approve the purchase and Scope & Budget for a new computer and associated equipment, along with programming for Well No. 1 SCADA system. Councilmember Holland seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

	WWTP Computer Replacement
	Deputy Mayor Drennen motioned to approve the purchase of a Wastewater Treatment Plant replacement computer. Councilmember Holland seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


STANDING AND COMMITTEE REPORTS:
	River Management
	None 

	Parks

	Deputy Mayor Drennen reported that the Commission met on November 2, 2011, but failed to have a quorum.  The Council discussed the budget line item for $90,000, as well as toy equipment replacement, developing a city charter park plan, seating, parking, trees, insurance and restoration planning.  Councilmember Colorossi suggested reviewing the old park plan.  Mayor Temple would like to hear from the Parks Committee.  Mr. Bethune suggested a motion for RFQ for a park plan. Councilmember Hunt motioned for a Request for Qualifications.  Councilmember Holland seconded, with ayes from Councilmembers Drennen, Fritz, and Colorossi and a nay vote from Councilmember Krogh.  Motion carried.

	Utilities and Technology
	None

	Finance

	None

	Community Development


	None 

	Governmental Affairs


	Councilmember Fritz reported that he has a meeting planned with Senator Becker next week.  Councilmember Hunt advised that he would like to attend.  The meeting will be held at 3:00pm on Wednesday, November 16, 2011.

	Public Safety
	None 

	Fire District 18
	None

	Transportation
	None 

	Bridge For Kids
Open House
	Deputy Mayor Drennen reported that the Open House for Bridge for Kids was held on November 3, 2011.  The Open House went well with excellent representation and information provided.  

	Pierce County Regional Council
	Councilmember Krogh reported that the next meeting is on November 17, 2011.

	2012 Budget
	Mr. Bethune advised he will have new budgets for the November 30, 2011 meeting.  Mayor Temple pointed out that the packets for the November 30, 2011 meeting would normally be completed on the Friday prior to the meeting (November 25, which is a holiday) and the Council agreed that it would be acceptable to have the packets available on Monday, November 28, 2011.


	
	


ADJOURN:
	
	Deputy Drennen moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 pm.  Councilmember Holland seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  


ATTEST:

____________________________


______________________________

City Administrator Mark Bethune

                       Mayor Cheryl M. Temple
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