Orting City Council Minutes – November 30, 2011
ORTING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

November 30, 2011

Mayor Cheryl Temple called the meeting to order with the flag salute at 7:00 pm in the Orting Public Safety Building.  Roll call found in attendance Councilmembers Graham Hunt, Stanley Holland, Ava Krogh, Scott Drennen, Rickord Fritz, David Inge and Guy S. Colorossi.  Ex-Officio Shawn Mahoney was absent.

ATTENDANCE:    
	
City Employees
	
	Mark Bethune, City Administrator
Gwen Robson, Executive Assistant
Bill Drake, Police Chief
Ken Wolfe, Building Official 
Jane Helgelien, Accounting Clerk I 

	Kaaren Woods, Court Administrator
Beckie Meek, Director of Parks and Recreation
Cory Shipman, Parks and Recreation Coordinator
Dean Kaelin, Director of Public Works




	
Professional Representatives
	
Chris Bacha, Attorney - Kenyon Disend 
JC Hungerford, Engineer - Parametrix 
Dave Roberts, Engineer - Parametrix
Paul Webb, Fire Chief

	
Visitors (signed in)
	
Josh Penner, Shirley Frasl Sigafoos, William Hart, Kelly Cochran, Jon Snyder, Jennifer Fenimore, Dick Ford, Derek Sparks, Samuel Gessman, Brandon Brown, Jim Rutt



CONSENT AGENDA:
	

	
A. Minutes of November 9, 2011

B. Approval of Claims Warrants No. 17766 through No. 17834, in the amount of  $106,540.11 and Payroll Warrants No. 20719 through No. 20742 in the amount of $137,838.05. Claims Warrants 17717 and 17765 voided.  Payroll warrants 20714-20718 voided. (Amended)

A motion was made by Councilmember Colorossi to approve the Consent Agenda for November  9, 2011 as amended.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Holland, and carried unanimously.

C. Approval of Claims Warrants No. 17835 through No. 17918, in the amount of  $430,325.41 and Payroll Warrants No. 20743 through No. 20755 in the amount of $90,192.83. Claims Warrant 17572 voided and replaced with 17842.  Claims Warrant 17768 voided and replaced with 17841.

A motion was made by Councilmember Colorossi to approve the Consent Agenda for November 30, 2011 as prepared.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Holland, and carried unanimously.



COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS:
	
Grant Requests

	
Mr. Sparks, Director of Communities in Schools, gave a brief description of the program and thanked the Council for its support.

Mr. James, Daffodil Festival Representative, thanked the Council for its support and reviewed the duties of the Daffodil Princesses.  He shared that the princesses are available to attend functions on behalf of the festival.  Councilmember Inge requested that the Orting Princess attend the December 14, 2011 Council meeting and Mr. James agreed.


OLD BUSINESS:

	
Ordinance No.  915B
Solid Waste Collection and Disposal
	
Councilmember Colorossi moved to adopt Ordinance No. 915B, an ordinance of the City of Orting, Washington, relating to solid waste collection and disposal; repealing and re-enacting OMC Ch. 5-2; providing for severability; and establishing an effective date.  Councilmember Inge seconded, with ayes from Councilmembers Hunt, Holland, Krogh, and Drennen with a nay vote from Councilperson Fritz.

	
Ordinance No. 918A
Utility Rate Changes

	
Deputy Mayor Drennen suggested that the senior disability discount is unclear.  The City uses the county system to address the issue and the ordinance should reflect that one must apply for the discount through Pierce County.  Councilmember Fritz discussed his concerns with the proposed tiered rate structure.  Councilmember Drennen suggested that Councilmember Fritz propose another potentially viable tiered structure.   Mr. Roberts, from Parametrix, explained the conservation requirements and system limitations.   He reported that the current system will last for some time if conservation is observed.  If not, more facilities will be required.  Mayor Temple suggested this issue return to the Utility Rate Committee for additional review.

	
Resolution No. 2011-11
Pierce Transit Improvement Conference
	
Councilmember Hunt moved to adopt Resolution No. 2011-11, a resolution of the City of Orting, Washington, appointing a representative to the Pierce Transit Public Transportation Improvement Conference and confirming the City's desire to be excluded from the revised boundaries of the Pierce County Public Transportation Benefit area, and nominating Councilmember Holland as the representative.  Councilmember Krogh seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.

	
Ordinance No. 919
Park Use and Event Fees
	
Councilmember Krogh advised that the Council had reviewed this information previously and some items have been better defined.  Ms. Meek, Director of Parks and Recreation discussed reservations and fees.  She requested that this ordinance be effective January 1, 2012.  Councilmember Krogh moved to adopt an Ordinance of the City of Orting, Washington, relating to use fees for use of city facilities; amending Chapter 3-8 OMC; amending Chapter 8-6 OMC; providing for severability; and establishing an effective date of January 1, 2012 at 12:01 AM.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Hunt and carried unanimously.

	
Resolution No. 2011-12
Park Use and Event Fees
	
Councilmember Fritz suggested inserting the deposit amount directly after the rates and standardization of the use of rates/fee verbiage.  Attorney Bacha will make appropriate clerical changes to the resolution.  Councilmember Krogh moved to adopt a Resolution of the City of Orting, Washington, adopting a use fee schedule for city facilities and a service fee schedule for city services for special events, effective January 1, 2012.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Holland and carried unanimously.

	
PUBLIC HEARING:

	

	
Ordinance No. 920
Establishing the Orting Transportation Benefit District
	
Councilmember Hunt explained the purpose of a Transportation Benefit District (TBD) Board and the challenges of keeping the roads maintained and that current funding is insufficient.  This Board would review options for raising necessary revenues. Councilmember Krogh questioned why a $20 tab fee is specified in the ordinance if there are other options.  Attorney Bacha reported that the statute requires establishing a specific financing authority for the Board, which was set at a maximum of $20 for an increase in the car tab fee.  Councilmember Fritz commented that this issue could be taken for a public vote and questioned what vehicles would be affected by this tab fee.  Attorney Bacha offered to provide that information at a later time.  Councilmember Hunt pointed out that the Ordinance before the Council was only to  establish the Board not fees; the members of the Council will be the members of the Board. It is within the authority of the Board to determine other potential revenue sources, recommend up to the $20 car tab fee, recommend no action, or recommend a citizen vote.    The Board could have Ad hoc citizen members.  Councilmember Colorossi questioned if a Board must be created to approve the $20 car tab fee.  Attorney Bacha explained it would be a separate function from the Council.  Only the Transportation Benefit District would have authority to charge those fees.  Councilmember Colorossi suggested enacting a sales tax to keep the funds from Pierce County Transit instead of an additional car tab fee. Attorney Bacha stated that a sales tax transfer might be possible.  The funds generated by the TBD are restricted to specifically identified transportation projects.  

Mayor Temple opened the Public Hearing at 8:27pm.
  
Mr. Ford asked the Council to reconsider forming any government entity.  Mr. Bethune, City Administrator, explained that  REET funds can be transferred from the Parks Capital  Fund to the Street Fund for capital projects.  Mr. Penner stated that tab fees are not the most fair way to raise funds. Mr. Snider voiced his concerns regarding distribution of the funds.  Councilmember Hunt explained the restricted use of these funds. Mr. Rutt suggested looking at the budget again for more cuts.. Mr. LaFerry asked how long would this fee be in effect and was advised by Mr. Bethune that the TBD Board would decide the sunset date, which is specific to completion of projects. Ms. Cochran was concerned with the possibility of another government entity and flexibility of use of funds. Councilmember Fritz questioned that if a sales tax could be moved over to transportation funds, would this Board be necessary.  Attorney Bacha explained the purpose and limitations of the TBD.  Councilmember Fritz expressed a desire for outlining a very specific year by year plan.  Councilmember Colorossi stated his concerns about flexibility for emergencies, rather than a rigid plan.  Councilmember Krogh requested that the public provide their thoughts on any options for funding the required maintenance and repairs of roads.

The Public Hearing closed at 8:55pm.

Motion was made by Councilmember Hunt to adopt an Ordinance of the City of Orting, Washington establishing the Orting Transportation Benefit District, specifying the boundaries for the Transportation Benefit District, specifying the maintenance and preservation of existing transportation improvements, authorizing the Transportation Benefit District Board to establish an annual vehicle license fee; establishing an effective date; and, providing for severability. The motion was seconded by Deputy Mayor Drennen.  Ayes by Councilmembers Holland, Krogh, Fritz, Inge.  Nay by Councilmember Colorossi.

	
Resolution No. 2011-13
Execution of an Interlocal Agreement with the Orting Transportation Benefit District
	
Tabled until after the Transportation Benefit District Board has met.

	
Resolution No. 2011-14
Execution of an Interlocal Agreement with the City of Orting for the Provision of Services and Insurance
	
Tabled until after the Transportation Benefit District Board has met.

	
Medical Insurance Rebate to Staff
	
Motion for approval of the new Policy and Procedure by Councilmember Fritz.  Seconded by Councilmember Krogh and carried unanimously.

	
Budget Update
	
Mr. Bethune, City Administrator provided an update to the 2012 budget.




NEW BUSINESS:
	
Resolution No. 2011-10
Property Tax Levy Increase
	
Councilmember Colorossi moved to adopt Resolution No. 2011-10, a Resolution of the City of Orting, Washington, requesting the highest lawful levy of one percent.  Motion seconded by Deputy Mayor Drennen and carried unanimously.


	
Police Collective Bargaining Agreement
	
Councilmember Colorossi moved to approve the Police Collective Bargaining Agreement.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Holland and carried unanimously.

	
Legislative Updates 
	
None




STANDING AND COMMITTEE REPORTS:
	
River Management
	
Ken Wolfe, Building Official discussed the levee design.

	
Parks
	
None

	
Utilities and Technology
	
Deputy Mayor Drennen advised that the committee will meet next week to discuss Ordinance No. 918A.  

	
Finance
Custom Council Report

	
Councilmember Colorossi discussed the new Vision vendor financial report.  Staff is now able to pull any report from any time period with the Vision software. The report is in vendor order, with the associated BARS numbers. This is a great time saver for preparing the 2011 Period 13 spreadsheet. Mr. Bethune advised we are expecting a Vision Utility Billing module in 2012.  

	
Community Development
	
Councilmember Krogh reported that two public meetings have been held regarding the Saturday Market.  The public feedback included a desire to have a 2012 Saturday Market, then evaluate vendor and public involvement.  A final report will be presented to the Chamber of Commerce Board during December 2011.

	
Governmental Affairs

	
Mayor Temple stated that during the meeting with Senator Becker they reviewed current legislative priorities and budget challenges, with an emphasis on maintaining state revenue sharing and funding for the setback levee.

	
Public Safety
	
Chief Drake reported that he has been working with GSA and has acquired $40,000 worth of free equipment to share with the Metro program.  Also, the police department has in custody the lead suspect in a local burglary ring, and additional arrests are expected.

Councilmember Krogh reported that she attended a November Candlelight Vigil and First Responder Recognition event where Officer Jeff Martineau was honored for his service.

	
Fire District 18
	
None

	
Transportation
	
Councilmember Hunt reported that the City has new pedestrian flags for the Calistoga Street intersections.

	
Bridge For Kids
Open House
	
Deputy Mayor Drennen reported that the Committee met on November 29, 2011 and will meet again on December 13, 2011 to discuss the next steps.  A 30% design has been achieved on both bridges.

	

Pierce County Regional Council
	

Councilmember Krogh reported that the Committee met on November 17, 2011, with a very good presentation on air quality.  There is a significant problem with fine particle pollution in some areas of Pierce County.  It is not a problem in Orting at this moment, but we should raise awareness of the possibility.  The next meeting is scheduled for January 2012.  Representative contact information is needed for the Pierce County Regional Council and the Growth Management Committee.  Mr. Bethune is our representative to the Transportation Committee.  Mr. Bethune will provide requested contact information to the PCRC.



ADJOURN:
	
	
Councilmember Holland moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 pm.  Councilmember Hunt seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  


	

ATTEST:



____________________________			______________________________
City Administrator Mark Bethune		                       Mayor Cheryl M. Temple
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